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(A) Shan Buddhism, History and Material Culture

Convenor: Susan Conway, SOAS. sc66@soas.ac.uk

The influence of Buddhist thought in democratic movements led by Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and Khun Toon Oo

Jun Gao, Birmingham University

Democracy in relation to ethnicity and Buddhism in Burmese politics can be traced to the 1947 Constitution that attempted to prevent civil war. The Shan Nationalities League for Democracy led by Khun Toon Oo merged with the National League for Democracy led by Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. This democratic movement in Burma is well known for its non-violent Buddhist nature inspired by Mahatma Gandhi. The activities of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, considered by the government to be civil disobedience, reflect Burmese culture and a historical legacy. The Shan Nationalities League for Democracy called for democracy and equal rights for the Shan people under a federal framework. Both Aung San Suu Kyi and Khun Toon Oo were arrested and detained by the Burmese government. This paper examines the Buddhist discourse in democratic movements and its influence in the Shan States. Aung San Suu Kyi’s ideas will be analyzed in the context of her texts. The works of other scholars, such as Houtman Gustaaf will set an historical and sociological analysis of the relationship between Burmese Buddhism and Shan Buddhism. The paper is divided into three parts; an elaboration of the Burmese tradition of engaged Buddhism and Shan Buddhism, an analysis of the influence of Suu Kyi’s discourse on engaged Buddhism and Khun Toon Oo’s democratic movement in the Shan States, and an analysis of their role in solving the problem of ethnic secession.

The Buddhist Inscriptions of Bujang Valley: A Paleographical Analysis

Nasha Rodziadi Khaw, Zuliskandar Ramli, Nik Hassan Shuhaimi

Nik Abdul Rahman & Nazarudin Zainun, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia
The Entrepôt of Kedah was known to exist from the 3rd to the 13th Century C.E. in an area between the Muda River to the South and  the Sala River to the North. The valley between is known as the Bujang Valley. From the 7th to the 13th Century C.E., Kedah flourished as one of the chief entrepôt of Srivijaya, a Mahayanist thalassocratical empire. A position as an entrepôt meant it was frequented by Chinese and Indian merchants, and functioned as an outpost for the Mahayanist Empire that may have strengthened Kedah’s importance as a relay station where the Buddhist merchants and priests would stop to refresh themselves. The importance of Kedah is evident through archaeological findings discovered scattered across the Bujang Valley. Such discoveries include Hindu-Buddhist monuments and sculptures, ceramics, beads, votive tablets, and pillar bases. Similar to other Hindu-Buddhist archaeological sites of Southeast Asia, a significant number of inscriptions were discovered there. So far, there have been eight Buddhist Inscriptions in the Bujang Valley, of which four are presently available for study. These inscriptions are the Mahanavika Inscription, Sungai Mas Inscription I, Sungai Mas II Inscription, and Kampung Pendiat Inscription. They contain Buddhist stanzas, most of them from the Madhyamika sect of Mahayana. Those inscriptions have been studied sporadically by various scholars. However there has not been research that involves an explicit discussion on the forms of the characters used. This paper concerns palaeographical research on two Buddhist Inscriptions of Kampung Sungai Mas, i.e. The Sungai Mas I Inscription and The Sungai Mas II Inscription. Based on palaeographical analysis, this paper discusses the dating and the provenance of these inscriptions. The significance of these inscriptions to the history of Kedah in terms of the early expansion of Buddhism in Southeast Asia, will be determined. Keywords: Bujang Valley, entrepôt, Sungai Mas, palaeography
Buddhism among the Tai before the Bagan Period (11th- 13th century AD) 

Ven. Pannasiri Saipon, Magadha University, Buddhagaya, Bihar, India

This paper traces the early history of Buddhism among the Tai in their original home in the Ailao Kingdom (47-225 A.D), later called Nan-Chao or Tali Kingdom (649-1253 A.D). Some academics are of the opinion that the Shan first came into contact with Buddhism during the Anawaratha (Anirudha) (1014–1077AD) of the Bagan period (1044–1287 AD). However, this paper intends to argue that Buddhism arrived among the Tai, to which group the Shan belong, many centuries before the Bagan era. In this paper, the earliest embrace of Buddhism by the Tai people will be discussed in the context of Yonaka, one of the nine countries that received Asoka’s mission in the 3rd century BC. According to Taw Sein Ko, there is evidence of Buddhism in Sanskrit writing, indicating its existence in the Aparantaka region. There is also some evidence of Chinese Buddhism, suggesting the existence of a Pali School (Theravada Buddhism) that was introduced to Tali or the Nan-Chao Kingdom in Yunnan Province, Southern China.
Phi or Ancestor Worship Practice among the Tai

Professor  Sai Aung Tun, Yangon University, Yangon, Myanmar.

The Shan call themselves Tai and in the Union of Myanmar there are currently about ten Tai (Shan) ethnic groups: Tai Long, Tai Mao, Tai Neu, Tai Hkamti, Tai Leng, Tai Hkun, Tai Lu, Tai Yun, Tai Hsa and Tai Lem. One of the belief systems the Tai people share is the traditional worship of ancestor spirits (phi in Shan language). There are various types of phi. The Shan call the guardian spirit of the village or town, Phi Sao Baan Sao Mong. The guardian spirit of the rice fields is Phi Hai Phi Na, and the mountain spirit is Phi Hway Phi Loi. The earth spirit is Phi Lin and the water spirit is Phi Nam. There are shrines to the Phi. Some are in the compound near the house (as in Thailand), others are built in wooded areas as Haw Sao Mong. Each Tai ethnic group has its own way of performing ritual sacrifices. Since some Tai ethnic groups converted to Buddhism they have mostly abstained from slaughtering animals as ritual sacrifice. Non-Buddhist Tai ethnic groups continue to practice spirit worship with blood sacrifice.  In this presentation, I will give an overview of current ancestral worship among the Shan people, in the Shan States and in other parts of the Union of Myanmar, in neighbouring India where there are Tai Ahom and Tai-Khamti people, and China, where there are Tai Zhuang and Tai Bouyei. 
Shan Astrology, Numerology and Time-Period Systems 

Dr Susan Conway, Senior Teaching Fellow, SOAS

This paper focuses on two prescriptions for creating supernatural power, recorded in nineteenth century Shan manuscripts. The prescriptions are composed of illustrations, magical diagrams and incantations written in indigenous script and Pali. Monks and lay experts (sara) from the Shan States use them in rituals to heal, protect and bring good luck. In the current climate of poverty, insecurity and lack of medical care, there has been increased demand for their services, particularly among refugees and migrant workers who have crossed the border into Thailand. 
A Brief History of  Sa-thung, A Southern Shan State 

Charles K. Sao, Birmingham University

This paper documents the history of the ruling dynasty of Satung, a small sub-state in the Southern Shan States. It was created around 1800 CE and the first rulers were from the Pa-o ethnic group. A mixed Shan-Pao dynasty came to power and the new rulers were involved in the politics of Shan State and Burma and anti-British resistance in the 1880s. Their involvement in shaping the future of the Shan States reached its climax during the rule of Sao Hkun Kyi (ruled 1929- 1948). His main contribution was to modernize the governance of the Shan States and organize the first Panglong conference, the pre-cursor of the second Panglong conference at which the Shan States were declared a single unified polity. The involvement of this ruling dynasty ended with the last meeting between Sao Hkun Kyi and Sao Shwe Thaike, first president of the Union of Burma, on January 4, 1948.
Even the Buddha Asks a Shan Saray to Save a Couple from a Ghostly Life

Ven. Khammai Dhammasami, Oxford Centre for Buddhist Studies, University of Oxford

A funeral ritual is one of the major passages of life and is closely linked to individual belief systems. In this presentation, I will explore the belief system of the Shan, a branch of the Tai people and how this is expressed in their funeral rituals. This preliminary research is based on a popular lik-long (great text), a Shan Buddhist poetic work written in Shan language.  The text sutta woe-geng  (The Sutta of the Bull), focuses on the importance of the Five Precepts of Buddhism as the core ethics and the role of Shan wise men (saray) in spreading the message. This text continues to have a major impact on funeral rituals of Shan Theravada Buddhists living in the Union of Myanmar. 
The Rotating Naga: A comparative study of the Malay and Shan Traditions

Farouk Yahya (SOAS)

In Southeast Asia the Rotating Naga is a popular divinatory technique. In this form, the naga (a mythological serpent) is thought to rotate four times a year every three months through the four cardinal points. Its movements and subsequent locations of its body parts thus determines whether human activities are favourable or otherwise. The ubiquity of this technique (it is found among many cultures of Southeast Asia and in India andChina) makes it a suitable topic for a comparative study. Furthermore it is usually accompanied by an illustration of the naga, making it important from an art historical point of view. In this paper I will focus on a Malay version of the Rotating Naga and see how it compares to that of the Shan tradition, as and place it within a larger Asian context.

Burmese Loan Words in Shan Lik Long Literature 

Jotika Khur-Yearn, SOAS, University of London

When looking at the Shan classical poetic literatures of the 19th and early 20th centuries, the inclusion of Burmese words has become a fashion among Shan writers. Shan classical authors, who are known as Zao Khu Maw, use borrowed Burmese words and phrases for the composition of poetic works. This seems unnecessary to today’s generation of Shan people. They find it hard, in the context of modern tensions between the Shan States and the Union of Burma/Myanmar, to understand and accept the influence of Burmese language on Shan language and literature. Resistance to the influence of Burmese language is a relatively recent phenomenon, probably dating back to the 1950s. In this paper, I examine the unique nature and characteristics of Shan literature with a particular focus on Lik Long poetic literature of the 19th and 20th centuries. A particular work for my textual analysis will be the Mahasatipa..han, written by Zao Amat Long of Mueang Naung in 1875. 
What Happened to the Bodhisattvas in the Southeast?: Poetry and Buddhist Rites

Joan Yin Cheung, Soas, University of London

Carrying photographic equipment and notebooks, in the 1930’s Dr. Joseph Rock traveled to the mountainous valleys of northwest Yunnan province to provide findings of Naghki religious rites.  He came back and presented an assemblage of sacrificial rituals, iconographic manuals, and morality tales of healing in an ethnography which attempts to attribute to the Bon-pö religion of the Tibetans the classification of residue within the tribes’ indigenous funerary ceremonies, libations, and ancestral system.  This presentation examines the spread of Buddhism towards the peripheral societies during the Six Dynasties period (386-557) in light of the historiography Sanguo yishi 三國遺事, a text which elaborates upon the auspicious semblances, construed as talismanic drawings, dharani 陀羅尼invocations, and predictions of monastic and ruling elites, while

giving attention to the border kingdoms which had retained among their clans and scriptural observances the imprint of Buddhist cosmologies. I examine the case for the diffusion of Buddhism within China through the contest between Maitreya, the Buddha-to-come, and his cohort of an

emanation of bodhisattvas as chronicled by historiography and the local pantheons of tutelary gods.  The impetus for scripture among the local clans is presented not as an iconography but rather a poetics, so that Buddhism came to induce scriptural writing for ceremonial production.
This paper handles questions of “authenticity,” for instance: Does the writing of scripture authenticate Buddhist norms of salvation, through buddhas such as the Dharmakaya and Maitreya?  Does the evocation of a local pantheon render historiography “authentic” for literate Buddhists?

Drums Used By The Tai (Shan)  

Nang Voe Hseng Phayar Yang, Shan Literature and Culture Association-Yango

Panel B: Emerging Scholars
Convenor: Dr Fiona Kerlogue, email: fkerlogue@horniman.ac.uk

The north alun-alun of Surakarta and Yogyakarta, spaces of power and struggle
Ofita Purwani (University of Edinburgh): ofita92@yahoo.com

Alun-alun is an open square that is part of the traditional Javanese palace or kraton complex. It functioned as a place where common people waited to see the king. Traditionally it was the property of a Javanese royal court and not a public space, although nowadays it may function as a public space in a wider urban context. My presentation concerns itself with this transition and does so by thinking about alun-alun associated with the Central Javanese royal court space or palace located in the city of Surakarta and Yogyakarta. In this paper, I will compare how power is symbolised in the north alun-alun of the royal court (kraton) of Surakarta and Yogyakarta. This comparison is interesting regarding to the different status of both kraton in the wider political context of modern Indonesia, in which Yogyakarta received special status as a province while Surakarta is absorbed into the province of Central Java. The difference of status leads to difference in the power they have in contemporary situation. This is clearly symbolised in the north alun-alun in both cities, as the most public part of the kratons, in the form of struggle of power between the kraton and local government. 

The picture of political authority with respect to the Alun-alun is complicated by the growth of tourism as a national economic pillar.  In more recent years the national government has designated Javanese courts and their palace spaces as important heritage assets, a primary function of which is to be a tourist attraction and cultural symbol. This has brought more conflicts to the space of alun-alun. Tourism activity certainly brings economic benefit, not only to the royal courts but also to the modern municipalities and cities that happen to have such palace spaces. That said, the Javanese royal dynasties may also resist some of the consequences of their spaces being incorporated into a tourism logic. Again, such a struggle is clearly reflected in the struggle for power evident with respect to the space of the Alun-alun in Surakarta and Yogyakarta. 

However the power struggle symbolised in the area of alun-alun in Surakarta and Yogyakarta are different regarding to the different situation of each city. The alun-alun of Surakarta suffers from its secondary status in the city of Surakarta, while the alun-alun of Yogyakarta remains primary. 

‘Western as other: a study of Galang Lufityanto’s Bule Celup (Dipped White)

Muh Arif Rokhman (SOAS): 234768@soas.ac.uk
The research is focussed on the British and Dutch characters as Other in a novel written by Galang Lufityanto in his work Bule Celup (Dipped White). The author belongs to the group of Islamic writers in Indonesia called Forum Lingkar Pena (Pen Circle Forum) founded in 1997 and which has so far had members more than 5000 and branches in cities in Indonesia as well as overseas. 

The story narrates three Yogyakarta young students, viz. two young men named Satrio and Lintang and one young woman, Yosi who think that having white friends are fantastic, can improve their English and broadens their horizons. They begin finding ways to get acquainted with any white people whom they encounter. Otherwise, they try to come to the places where mostly white people gather or work in Yogyakarta. The two young men get friends from England. Satrio gets along with Laura and Lintang is making friend with Derrick; while the young woman has a friend from Holland named Alex. After they get along with their white friends, both young men feel frustrated and decide to quit the relationships. The young woman almost does the same thing, but in the end the Dutch man finally wants to be circumcised 


The concept employed in the study is Other in which the characteristics of the Westerners will be examined. In the analysis, the discussions will be focused on the preconceptions held by Indonesian characters about the Western characters in the novel. Besides, the results of the encounters between them will also be put under examination.
Environmental Management in the Ancient Javanese Era.

Andriyati Rahayu, Dian Sulistyowati and Randu Andreanto (University of Indonesia) andriyati.rahayu@gmail.com

This research will demonstrate the policy of ancient civilization’s environmental management and management structure based on details documented on ancient inscriptions or prasasti. Prasasti is an artifact, an important source of ancient history, which with detailed research can unveil a very interesting depiction of a kingdom’s structure, bureaucracy, society, religion, economy, belief system and customs in the ancient Indonesian society. This research is expected to identify environmental preservation efforts done by the ancient Javanese society.

This research focuses on environmental management carried out by the ancient Javanese community in the past based on ancient Javanese prasastis from the ancient Kingdom of Tarumanegara period (5th century AD) up to the Majapahit Kingdom period (14th century AD). The prasastis that are used as data are the prasastsi of Tugu, Pananggaran, Sumundul, Siwagrha, Puh Sarang, Harinjing, Kubukubu, Rukam, Kaladi, Wulig, Baru, Sanghyang Tapak, Kamalagyan, Katiden I, Katiden II, Jiyu III and Jiyu IV.

The methodology that was used is analysis of the prasasti’s content. It  laids foundation to interpret the data. Data collecting is started by choosing prasastis that are relevant with the research subject, which becomes the primary data. The contents of the selected inscriptions were then transliterated from ancient Javanese translated. Based on the translated contents, data classification and explanation of environmental management were made. The next step is data interpretation, which is a phase where we seek the relation and connection between information from the prasastis and the ancient scripts. 

Based on seventeen prasastis from 9-17 AD, informations about four different environmental management acts gathered. They are: (1) the construction of the water channel and dam (from Tugu, Pananggaran, Sumundul, Harinjing, Kubukubu, Wulig, Kamalagyan and Jiyu prasastis); (2) village repair/disaster management action (Rukam prasasti), (3) landscape change (Kaladi prasasti, Puh Sarang Prasasti, Siwagrha Prasasti), and (4) environmental preservations (Wulig, Katiden, Baru and Sanghyang Tapak prasastis).

At first the environmental management acts seems to have been initiated by kings or high rank officials, but it is actually because they are the ones who had the right to issue a prasasti. But if more attention is paid on the details, even the smallest organizaton structure, a wanua, could be the initiator of the actions. The grounds of this initiative was the need of the people to lead the various management activities, and also because of their conciousness to maintain the natural resources in their area to guarantee that their substantials were fulfilled. The existence of tuhaburu (hunting coordinator), tuhālas (forest coordinator), tuha kalang (forest production coordinator), hulair/huler (watering minister), hulu wwatan (bridge controller), matamwak (irrigation instalation manager), and mataman (flower garden caretaker), are the evidences of their conciousness. The court administration system decentralization since the Sindok up to the Majapahit period was a way for the rulers to control the management, while ensuring people’s devotion through the natural resource management. 

Voices of the land - Modern Theatre and Civil Society in Indonesia

Tamara Aberle: (Royal Holloway, University of London) [Tamara-Aberle@gmx.de]

Since early reformasi [reformation], from 1999 onwards, some Indonesian theatre practitioners in their vision and mission have pointed out that one of their main aspirations is the issue of strengthening civil society structures in Indonesia by using means of theatre. Some theatre practitioners have recently stated “[…] that art could offer an alternative reading of reality” (Yudi Ahmad Tajudin, 26.1.2011) and thus might provide an alternative space for critically re-thinking or even re-shaping society. Others see their work as an “alternative educational medium to develop society´s mind” (Iswadi Pratama, 30.12.2010). 

Niels Mulder contends that “civil society is an arena in which citizens actively participate in public affairs” . Thus, it could be argued that modern theatre´s art workers at times assume the role of one voice in this arena to express social and political concerns, as well as individual ideas, often encompassing notions of how to best build and form the Indonesian nation in various contexts and, as such, contributing to the strengthening of civil society structures in Indonesia by providing the platform for critical dialogue within society. 

By critically discussing the term civil society, which derives from a Western philosophical concept, but has to be viewed more differentiated within an Indonesian society, I want to set the background for analysing two recent performances of two Indonesian theatre companies, Bandung-based Teater Payung Hitam and Serang-based TeaterStudio. Whereas Teater Payung Hitam in their performance Air Mata Air (2009) focuses on environmental issues, TeaterStudio in their play Perempuan Gerabah (2009) critically reflects on issues of land. This paper investigates if and how their work is situated in the larger context of strengthening civil society in Indonesia.

The role of theatre actors within Indonesian society will be analysed in relation to the term of office of the 6th Indonesian president Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono (SBY), successor of Megawati Sukarnoputri in the presidential elections of September 2004 who was sworn in for his second term of office on 20 October 2009 as his presidency can be identified with the end of reformasi and concludes a new era in Indonesian politics.

The Making of Vietnamese-ness in the 2000s (Negotiations of National Identity)
Le Tanh (Polish Academy of Science in Warsaw): [bantinphuongdong@yahoo.com]

This research gradually grew up from my personal question “What is the Vietnamese identity?” emerging right at the threshold of the new millennium. The study turned into a long struggle on many fronts, from the simplest and banal question like whether the Vietnamese identity does exist or not, to the more complicate work over a theoretical system to capture and reconstruct the emic answer from a widest-as-possible platform of viewpoints, on both grassroots level and from the elite. I have gone through a fascinating academic journey with field methods, academic works on Vietnam in various fields, changing methodologies and concepts in social science, and especially of getting know better the Polish School of Sociology. Vietnam is a good case to bring the Polish concepts on nation, nationalism and national identity into the international debates, which is gaining more and more attention in the last 20 years.


The question What is Vietnam?  looks quite simple, but that is of course a grand problem in social sciences and humanities. It leads to a number of related questions like where, when, how and even to the ontological considering whether a national identity exists in Vietnam or not, and whether nation does exist in reality or not. There is neither clear nor simple answer for any of those elementary questions. Each led to one chapter or more in this dissertation. Explanation on one small issue often requires a whole big story, which is related to many other unexplained issues. New facts that I picked up from observation or interview in an aim to close a minute debate or fulfil one category usually lead to a more complicated and open-ended discourse on a wider front.

Imaginations of the nation among young people in Indonesia

Stefani H.S. Nugroho (National University of Singapore): [shaningswarati@nus.edu.sg]
My proposed paper aims to present an ongoing research on how young people in three cities in Indonesia understand experience and give meaning to “Indonesia”. What does “Indonesia” mean? How is “being Indonesian” experienced? What are the discourses that inform their imaginations of the nation? These questions are especially relevant given that following the end of the New Order, the state’s hold of what “Indonesia” and “being Indonesian” means loosened. Ideas and identities that had been considered un-Indonesian started to be explored especially among the younger generation. 

The research was done in Jakarta, Kupang and Banda Aceh, selected to reflect the diversity of a country the unity of which is considered “miraculous” and “unlikely” by many scholars. Data collection was done through “photo-elicitation interviews”; informants were asked to comment freely on a set of photographs. This was done to minimize the explicit mentioning of value-laden terms like “nation” or “nationalism” and to facilitate discussions of the relatively abstract topic.

The paper will elaborate on the narratives obtained in the three sites. It is relatively safe to infer that that there are differences in how the nation is imagined. In Jakarta the idea of Indonesia as a cohesive nation is stronger than elsewhere although this solid imagination of Indonesia also involves a strong tendency to criticize the government/fellow Indonesian people to the extent that negative (self) labelling/stereotypes are applied. Seen from Kupang, Indonesia is more salient as a state than as a nation. There is an awareness of Kupang’s marginalized position within the country and they themselves seem to implicitly endorse this idea. This does not mean that people are helplessly dependent on “the centre”; the relation with the state is full of rational negotiations at times by exploiting the weaknesses of the system. Thereby, they conform to and yet unsettle the state at the same time. Most divergent from the two other sites, it is among young people in Aceh that “Indonesia” as a historically and culturally justifiable entity is most problematic. People’s opinions on whether to remain united or to secede are divided. For both groups “Indonesia” is considered as another entity outside of Aceh; optional and/or questionable.

Deficiency by Design: The Coalitional Origins of Thailand’s Inefficient Bureaucracy.
Veerayooth Kanchoochat (Cambridge University) : Email: vk259@cam.ac.uk

The paper critically examines the existing literature on institutional change and proposes an alternative theoretical framework, a coalitional approach, to overcome its shortcomings. It then applies a coalitional approach to explaining the origins of inefficient bureaucracy in Thailand. The paper has three sections. In the first section, we review how three major institutionalist schools explain institutional change and persistence. We find that the literature on institutional change can be separated into two waves according to the differences in core underlying assumptions. While the first wave shares the premise that institutions will maintain their functions until external shocks occur and bring about radical change, the second wave focuses on endogenous sources of gradual change as well as the role of ideas. In the second part, drawing on useful insights from the second-wave literature, we develop a coalitional approach to understanding the change and persistence of institutions. We argue that institutional continuity is usually the tip of the iceberg and should be considered not as a result of self-enforcing mechanisms but as a dynamic political-economic outcome among competing coalitions. Functional multiplicity and institutional interdependence complicate institutional causation even further. Therefore, we cannot simply infer the causes of institutional change and persistence from an institution’s current functions but must return to the very moments of institutional emergence. 

In the final section, the paper applies a coalitional approach to explaining the origins of inefficient bureaucracy in Thailand. We began with the discussion about the dominant discourse, the ‘systemic vulnerability’ argument, which attributes the causes of inefficient bureaucracy in Thailand to the insufficient threats the country faced during the colonial era. This explanation is not only in line with the first-wave paradigm and shortcomings, but also rests on a false understanding of the Thai/Siamese history. In contrast, we argue that, in terms of contextual settings, Siam should be regarded as a semi-colony functioning as both prey and predator. Moreover, it was the struggle between three competing coalitions (Old Siam, Conservative Siam and Young Siam) that shaped institutional and policy outcomes, among which are the bureaucratic structures. The inefficient twentieth-century structures (centralised, overlapping, bloated and ambiguous law enforcement) were part of King Chulalongkorn’s strategy for building an absolutist state in the late 1890s. Most of the bureaucratic structures have lasted until now and have a profound impact on the economic development of Thailand.

Ideologies, politics and irrigation development utopias in Northeast Thailand: time for a review of Wittfogel’s theory of hydraulic despotism in the modern context? 
David Blake (UEA): [djhblake@yahoo.co.uk]
In the last half century, irrigated land has expanded rapidly across large parts of Southeast Asia, following the Green Revolution of the 1970s spurred by vast domestic and international investment, and is often believed to have contributed to increased agricultural production, improved yields, stabilised production in so-called ‘rainfed’ lands and generated rural employment. Irrigation development is widely held to have been a key to alleviating poverty and according to a recent paper from the International Water Management Institute and FAO, “Asian economies avoided the Malthusian tragedy by embarking upon a Boserupian path of agricultural intensification” (Faures and Mukherji, 2009). There are currently strong pressures for countries in the Mekong Basin to resurrect or embark on new irrigation development pathways, usually based on the existing orthodox narratives and meta-justifications. Frequently, the drivers of irrigation related development are understood to lie in the broader political economy and include demographics, dietary changes, international food prices and processes of societal modernisation. Yet at the same time, there is a growing consensus amongst a range of academic disciplines that ‘politics’ lies at the heart of water resources management decision-making and that the ‘social engineering’ paradigm that has hitherto reigned unquestioned in water policy circles (e.g. Mollinga, 2008), has largely failed and is being replaced by a ‘water governance’ discourse. There have been relatively few regional studies, however, expressly examining control and access to irrigation water from a post-structuralist perspective, considering the nexus of knowledge, power and ideology in a specific sub-national context. By disinterring the spectre of Wittfogel’s ‘hydraulic despotism’ theory applied to the modern context of Thailand, questions about the underlying drivers of irrigation development expansion at multiple scales may be raised, taking into account alternative narratives challenging the state-led push for irrigation mega-projects involving trans-basin water diversions. This paper argues that by conducting a Foucauldian type ‘archaeology’ of hidden politics, narratives, ideologies and actors, it is possible to go some way towards understanding the internal logic of regional irrigation development pathways. 
An examination of contested social hierarchies based on resistance era legacies in Baucau district, Timor-Leste

Alex Grainger (LSE): A.T.Grainger@lse.ac.uk
This paper seeks to account for certain social hierarchies that have emerged in postcolonial East Timor. It presents the idea, that while the state, in common with other ex-colonies of Portugal, has helped generate these hierarchies by distributing pensions to those who participated in the resistance movement, political elites have also used superior social positions to co-opt and exploit material resources independently of this.
The paper examines this issue with reference to a case in Baucau district where competition over resources and legacies of the resistance era have caused contention. The dimensions of this issue are explored using an historical backdrop extending back to the 1950s, involving the renegotiation of social privileges among resistance leaders established in the Indonesian era, as well as examining how these have evolved and come into opposition with Portuguese narratives of conquest connected with the resources at stake. 

Incumbents in Indonesia’s Local Elections

Daniel Bumke (University of Leeds): D.A.Bumke08@leeds.ac.uk
The twin reforms of decentralisation and democratisation implemented in Indonesia after 1999 have fundamentally changed the nature of local power. Decentralisation has greatly increased the resources and power available to regional heads, making it an attractive position in local politics. Simultaneously, the indirect election of regional heads by regional parliaments until 2005, and their direct election since then, has completely altered the methods used by those seeking local power.
The aim of the reforms was not only to break up the authoritarian structures of the New Order, but also to firmly establish democracy at the local level and increase the quality of governance through better accountability, legitimacy, and responsiveness, as well as to avoid corrupt and undemocratic practices.
Based on recent fieldwork in West Java and Bengkulu, this paper argues that the changes seen have not been those that reformers may have hoped. ‘Money politics’ continues to be central to local elections, and has intensified with the introduction of direct elections, as political actors have become more adept in the application of their strategies. Incumbents that captured political office in the first round of direct elections are benefiting from the clustering of business interests and their funds, the use of regional development funds in campaigns, and the support of the civil service and lower-level political actors. This provides those that already hold political office with a strong advantage in the competition for votes. While incumbents may have been impaired by institutional changes in 2005, these advantages, combined with experience in campaigning and the distribution of resources, have considerably strengthened the local power of incumbents in recent local elections Indonesia.

Dressed to Impress: Statuary of Classic Java.

Lesley Pullen (SOAS): 106947@soas.ac.uk
This paper, based on a recently commenced MPhil/PhD thesis, endeavours to contribute some new insights as to the identification of the textiles that adorn the stone sculptures from the Hindu-Buddhist temples of East Java from the 14th century. 
Monumental sculptures were produced during the Singasari and Majapahit dynastys, often carved in the round and ornately decorated with patterned cloths. We are aware that gold thread had been traded into Sumatra from India for many centuries for the local embellishment of songket supplementary weft patterning. Many of the textiles depicted in three dimensions on the stone statues are similar in layout and design to the silk patola and cotton mordant and block printed replica textiles imported from India since before the 14th century, and closely resemble songket and batik motifs that remain in production in the early 21st century.
The presentation will recognize several existing publications as a basis for re-examining the identification of the sumptuous textiles depicted, the possible sources of their influences, why these particular sculptures might have been so exquisitely adorned, and ultimately their own unique East Javanese aesthetic.
Title to be confirmed

Kevin H. R. Villanueva (University of Leeds
Panel C:  Malay/Indonesian Manuscript Studies
Convenor: Dr Annabel Gallop, The British Library

Features of Islamic laws in Aceh: a study based on manuscripts of Mir’at al-Tullab

Jelani Harun, Universiti Sains Malaysia; jelani@usm.my

This study is text-orientated, and based particularly on the work of Mir’at al-Tullab by Syeikh Abdul Rauf Fansuri in Aceh, 1661. The work demonstrates knowledge of Shari’a law including the subjects on marriage and divorce, crime, qisas, and hudud laws. It is very important that the work be studied again in order to seek information of how an Islamic law was implemented in Aceh in the past. The major idea that runs through the whole work is that of the role of Sultan and Ulama in preserving Islamic laws of the state.


The importance of Mir’at al-Tullab is reflected in the large number of manuscripts that are available. In spite of its importance, there is still a lack of studies of the work especially those based on several Jawi manuscripts that are known to exist in Malaysia, Jakarta and Leiden. It is the aims of this paper to explore the manuscripts of Mir’at al-Tullab and to identify specific features of the Islamic laws in Aceh in the mid-seventeenth century based on the Mir’at al-Tullab.

Hikayat Banjar: the antecedents of Nusantara material culture 

Awang Azman Awang Pawi, Institute of East Asia Studies (IEAS), Universiti Malaysia Sarawak; awangazman@gmail.com
This study examines the concept of material culture in Hikayat Banjar  and its role in the text and wider context. Hikayat Banjar is a chronicle of Raja Banjar and Raja Kota Waringin, also known as Sejarah Lambung Mangkurat. Other than this, the material culture outside the text  was described from a literary and cultural-historical, particularly  from the aspect of material culture and culture based on sources from Johannes Jacobus Ras (1990). The analysis takes account  of the influences of material culture sources and its importance in literary texts and the prevailing culture. The findings showed that there was a dynamic interaction of culture between the Malay world and the blended outside world, leading to the formation of the nusantara culture. The study contributes towards an understanding of how identity in the Malay world is reflected in the material culture. 
Doxological traditions of Malay court narratives: negotiating faith and royal

Ruzy Suliza Hashim, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia; ruzy@ukm.my

aura / Ruzy Suliza Hashim & Norhashimah Jalaluddin

Malay court narratives came into existence towards the end of an empire. Hikayat Pasai, Sejarah Melayu (The Malay Annals), Misa Melayu and Tuhfat al-Nafis are some of the chronicles which have come into being to show a kingdom’s glorious past and trace its fall from splendor. As many scholars have shown, Malay court narratives were written to shore up royal power during times of concern at the possible demise of Malay kingship (Ruzy Suliza Hashim, 2003; Teuku Iskandar, 1970; Teeuw and Wyatt, 1970). In this paper, we look specifically at the doxological traditions of these texts to show the ways in which the scribes and their audience negotiate between faith of the religion and belief in the royal aura. Doxology, as defined by Teresa Berger (1991: 17) is “the explicit and implicit speech of praise, confession, of faith, prayer, and thanksgiving, as directed to God for God’s glorification.” How the scribes give thanks to God and at the same time enhance the royal aura of their fragile rulers show the sensitivity of an Islamic enviroment, and yet the lived realities of the time exhibit royal behaviour which was contrary to Islamic beliefs. 
Title to be confirmed
Vladimir Braginsky, SOAS; vibraginsky@hotmail.com

Élong: short Bugis songs

Roger Tol, KITLV, Jakarta; tol@kitlv.nl

The Bugis people (South Sulawesi, Indonesia) have been the creators of an important and large literary tradition, both written in an indigenous script, and orally transmitted. Among the surviving products of their literary heritage are a variety of historiographical texts and a substantial corpus of poetical works. The most famous among them is without doubt the epic myth La Galigo—recently brought to international fame by Robert Wilson through his staging of the opera I la Galigo—which is considered to be the longest literary work in the world.

Less well known are short traditional poems called élong. These three-line metrical poems cover a wide range of topics and often possess a powerful poetic vision, contain a philosophical message, or are just a beautifully worded composition. Ironically, the ‘songs’ (the meaning of élong) are now mostly available in written form, although some of them have been incorporated in modern pop songs. I will discuss a number of collections containing élong, both published and in manuscripts, covering the period between 1872 and 2008. Attention will be paid to matters of originality, categorization, transmission, and relation to other poetic Bugis forms.

Malay Islamic historiography (ca. XIII – XIX centuries) regarding the system of measurements (metrology) in the Malay world

Tatiana Denisova, Academy of Islamic Studies, University Malaya; denistat@yahoo.com

Malay Muslim historiography from the thirteenth to the nineteenth centuries (Hikayat Hikayat Raja Pasai, Sejarah Melayu, Hikayat Aceh, Peringatan Sejarah Negri Johor, Tuhfat al-Nafis) are well known and recognized as one of the most important sources of the history of the Malay world, including the history of economical development in this area. Malay historical chronicles are  narrative works in the Arabic script Jawi, written at the courts of the Malay Muslim rulers (sultans, Yang Dipertuan) and dedicated to their activities, lives and great service to their countries. Usually these texts have some common structure, containing both genealogies (silsilah) and a narrative part.


Malay Muslim historical chronicles contain also much information and references concerning the metrology - system of measurement (distance, weight, volume etc) in the Malay world. This information could be divided into the following subjects: 

- measurements of size and weight (pikul, gantang, koyan, kati, bahar(a), tahil, mutu, ratl); 

- measurements with numismatic information elements (size + currency);

- measurements of distance with time information elements (distance + time);

- measurements of length/ height (depa, hasta etc)

The common analysis of that metrology information could be useful for studying the Malay economical and social development in its proper perspectives. 

The portrayal of joys and tears in Malay classical texts: a cognitive semantic 

Nor Hashimah Jalaluddin; analysis / Nor Hashimah Jalaluddin; Zaharani Ahmad

Most of the studies on Malay classical texts were conducted and described in the context of historical, literature, anthropological and socio-political perspectives. There are however some linguistics insight are given to the Malay classical text such as research carried out Edwards and Blagden (1932), Winstedt (1957), Syed Hussin Al Atas (1988), Asmah Hj Omar (1991) and a few others. This paper attempts to contribute another linguistics analysis based on Malay classical text corpus specifically on the image schemas and conceptual metaphor portrayed in the writing tradition.  Nor Hashimah, Ruzy Suliza and  Zaharani (2011) have proved that through semantic cognitive analysis, the meaning extension of ‘RAJA’ has emerged diachronically from classical to modern corpus . The word raja has expanded from the core meaning ‘ruler’ to peripheral meaning such as title (Raja Pop -King of Pop), metaphor (Raja Sehari - bride and groom) and so on. The meaning expansion is motivated by the breaching of social contract between the king and his subjects.   The image schema size and conceptual metaphor BIG IS POWERFUL, SMALL IS LESS POWERFUL are seen as the relationship between the ruler and his subjects.  Similarly, the images and messages conveyed by writers in Malay classical texts can be further explicated with this analysis as well. Based on Sulalat as Salatin, Hikayat HangTuah, Misa Melayu and Merong Mahawangsa, data related to joy and tears are extracted. The image schemas are formed through millions of images stored in memory cognitively are translated into appropriate schemas. From the image schemas, the conceptual metaphor of joy and tears can be further drawn and represented. Interestingly, the image schemas and conceptual metaphor are semantically motivated and well structured (Evans & Green, 2006).   

Title to be confirmed

Russell Jones, SOAS; rumajones26@tiscali.co.uk

Title to be confirmed

Haji Wan Ali Wan Mamat, International Islamic University Malaysia, Kuala Lumpur; wanaliwm@yahoo.com

The 1858 Cham rebellion effects on the Cambodian Cham Muslim community

Mohamad Zain Musa, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia; matzen@ukm.my

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mohamad Zain Musa; Prof Dato’ Nik Hassan Shuhaimi Nik Abd Rahman; Nasha Rodziadi Khaw

There is a big collection of Cham manuscripts in French libraries such as the Société Asiatque de Paris. Many have been studies and published by various scholars. The latest in our studies is the one coded CM39(36). Many historical facts were presented by the manuscript. This paper tries to present one of the effects caused by the a 1858 rebellion headed by three Cambodian Cham Muslim dignitaries in Thbaung Khmum province, in the Eastern part of the kingdom of Cambodia. As the rebellion raged, some members of the Cham-Malay community fled to the south, to areas controlled de facto by the Viets; some others were evacuated by King Ang Duong to be villages in the areas near the capital Oudong so that, as he had hoped that they wouldn’t be able to give any assistance to the rebels. Another group of the Malay-Champa people led by a dignitary known only as Po gave their full support to the king in fighting the rebels. He raised armies to combat the rebellion alongside other king’s armies; at the same time his followers, young, old and women, were voluntarily moved to the West of the country seeking new villages to live in security, villages further away from the rebels. The history of their migration in a very winding itinerary was to avoid being caught in between the fighting groups. It also shows how the Khmer people, from the ordinary people to the administrators, felt about them in their adversity. It also shows how kind was the King Ang Duong towards the good deeds given by members of this Muslim community.

Malay silverware with Jawi inscriptions

Annabel Gallop, British Library; annabel.gallop@bl.uk
This paper describes Malay domestic utensils made of silver such as bowls, plates and tobacco boxes which bear inscriptions in Jawi script.  The study is based on collections of Malay silver in the Victoria and Albert Museum, the British Museum, the collections of two London-based dealers, and published examples from the National Museum of Singapore now held in the Asian Civilisations Museum.  Arising out of this study it is possible to offer a tentative typology of Jawi inscriptions, and to link certain types of inscriptions to specific regions.    

Panel D: Heritage Tourism and Heritage Sites in Southeast Asia with Specific Reference to UNESCO World Heritage Sites

Convener: V.T. King, University of Leeds. v.t.king@leeds.ac.uk

Melaka as a World Heritage Site: Cultural Politics and Identity in Malaysia

Victor T. King, v.t.king@leeds.ac.uk

The UNESCO World Heritage Site of Melaka within the ‘Historic Cities of the Straits of Malacca’ together with George Town in Penang is arguably the most important national historical site in the Federation of Malaysia. As the origin of the Malay-Muslim sultanate system in Peninsular Malaysia and more widely it has been a crucial element in the Malaysian government’s nation-building policies since independence. It symbolizes a ‘golden age’ in the development of Malay civilization and in that regard the emphasis on Malay and Islamic culture in the construction of a national identity has played an important part in the ways in which Melaka has been represented and developed as a historical heritage site. However, the post-independence focus on the necessity for economic growth and modernization has generated a tension between the protection and conservation of national heritage and the need to transform urban landscapes to realize modernity and profit. This tension presents particular difficulties for those bodies responsible for the management of a UNESCO-inscribed site in regard to the multivocal character of heritage discourse and the conflicting political, economic, social and cultural pressures on global heritage.
Angkor and its “marginal” surroundings: a world heritage site as an arena of tactics, competition and connivances

Adèle Esposito and Philippe Peycam, adeleesposito@yahoo.fr, phpeycam@gmail.com

The archaeological site of Angkor was listed in the World Heritage by UNESCO in 1992. Consequently, UNESCO solicited the establishment of a regulatory institutional framework in the field of heritage conservation, tourism management and urban development. One of the main normative and operational instruments used was that of zoning. This created two geographically delineated entities distinguished by status, competent authorities and programs: on the one hand, an archaeological “park” representing perimeter of about 401km2 including the most prominent monumental remains; on the other hand, the remaining territory of the Siem Reap Province (10,000km2). 

Our paper will first explore tensions existing between the two entities: the major heritage site and its marginalized surrounding space. While an inclusive discourse – and policy - would seek to harmonize both instances of heritage conservation and urban development, international cooperation as it is practiced in Siem Reap Angkor, policies pursued by national and local authorities and the dynamics of private capitalist investment seem inspired by diverging programs and interests. 

In second instance, our paper seeks to criticize a general assumption surrounding the evolution of Siem Reap-Angkor in the last twenty years. Although the archaeological park is presented as a privileged space for heritage conservation while the province – and in particular Siem Reap town, located 6 km far from Angkor – is the scene of massive urban development, a closer glance at both arenas reveal the extent to which the way Angkor is managed is a far cry from the positive model of international collaboration on conservation as presented by UNESCO and its national supporters, while the town is not irremediably destined to be the uncontrolled ground for irresponsible private, indigenous, initiatives as it is portrayed by the same institutional actors. An intimate knowledge of the field reveals that “underground” tactics, competitions and connivances preside over the decision-making processes and the implementation of projects both in the park and in the town. Putting into perspective our individual researches, we show how these two entities are arenas of competition where strategies of international agencies encounter local operational schemes based on relational networks and informal contracts. 

From Ho Chi Minh Trail to World Heritage: The Phong Nha-Ke Bang Nature Reserve of Vietnam

Vu Hong Lien, vuhlien@yahoo.com

Today the name Phong Nha-Ke Bang invokes a peaceful image of a spectacular national park and, yet, not so long ago, this area was the heart of the notorious Ho Chi Minh Trail, a place where death and destruction were daily occurrences. Located at the narrowest point of Vietnam in the central province of Quang Binh, 500 kms south of the capital Hanoi, 45 kms east of the South China Sea, the Phong Nha-Ke Bang area was inscribed on the World Heritage List under Natural Criterion viii in the year 2003: “This vast limestone landscape is extremely complex, with many notable and spectacular geomorphic features, including 65 km of caves and underground rivers”. UNESCO Citation, 2003.

The oldest evidence of human occupation of the area are Neolithic axe heads and similar artefacts found in some of the caves. The Park is also one of the largest areas of intact forest habitat on limestone karst still found in Southeast Asia. The Park’s flora includes 38 species in the Plant Red Data Book of Vietnam and 25 species listed in the 1997 IUCN Red List of Threatened Plants. New species are continually being discovered.  After a long period of being damaged by wartime activities, the Park now faces a number of new threats: poaching, indiscriminate stone quarrying and haphazard building of facilities for tourists. All these will need to be addressed properly.  

Heritage sites and tourism: through a focus on textile industry in Luang Prabang (Lao PDR)

Annabel Vallard, avallard@hotmail.com

UNESCO’s policies related to World Heritage Sites do not impinge only on buildings, urban structures or natural and urban spaces but on the entire ‘ecology of relations’ between humans, places, objects and materials. It has in particular an effect on economic activities associated with heritage management and tourism. From an ethnographic perspective, this paper proposes to examine the case of the textile industry in the city of Luang Prabang listed in 1995 by virtue of its status as former royal capital and as the depository of an ancient history. In this region, weaving and its products are linked to a long history of practices and representations that have recently undergone considerable transformations. These changes are in particular intermeshed with the internationalization of trade both through the emergence of new sites of textile production intended for world markets, namely private workshops, and in situ through the increasingly growing presence of tourists. 

From villages and market places to night bazaars and art galleries, the paper will focused on the reconfigurations that textile production, distribution and consumption have experienced over the last decade in relation to the inscription of Luang Prabang as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. It will notably emphasize the reallocation of textiles and spaces through various devices whether commercial, legal or even artistic that had been promoted and funded by international agencies (such as Asia Urbs) in relation with the local technical office linked to UNESCO (Heritage House). In this context of renewed opportunities that have emerged not only at a local or regional scale but also at the national and international level, it will examine processes of cooperation and negotiation, and also rivalries and tensions that potentially arise among individuals, sometimes in relation to institutions. 

Visitors’ perceptions of Luang Prabang as a World Heritage Site

Sigrid Lenaerts, sigrid.lenaerts@gmail.com

Interviews with visitors – both international and domestic tourists – were held to better understand their motivations to visit Luang Prabang and their appreciation of their visit there. The respondents were questioned about Luang Prabang as a destination and a World Heritage Site. A wide range of WHS managerial aspects were discussed - with a specific focus on the interpretation of the cultural heritage. The visitor feedback is an element to consider when defining guidelines for future development of the WHS Luang Prabang. 

The UNESCO-ization of Luang Prabang (Lao PDR)

David Berliner, David.Berliner@ulb.ac.be

A number of scholars have recently started taking UNESCO bureaucratic discourses as a field of research per se (Ericksen 2001, Hafstein 2007, Nas 2002), whilst others have looked at contrasting local impacts of its universalistic policies (among many others, Joy 2007, Scholze 2008, Winter 2007). In this paper, I analyze the “UNESCO-ization” of Luang Prabang, a town of Northern Laos which became a Listed World Heritage Site in 1995. Famous for its Buddhist monasteries and orange-robed monks as well as for its colonial architecture, Luang Prabang is now a key destination for tourists visiting Southeast Asia. It is also a town where material preservation of ordinary and religious architecture has become a political and moral obligation and nostalgic tropes/devices serve as a motto as well as a resource for preservation agents, private investors and tourism companies. First, this paper looks at the “fabric of nostalgia” in Luang Prabang and, in particular, at the pioneering role played by UNESCO conservation experts in turning Luang Prabang into the “nostalgiascape” it is today. Secondly, I ask how local people perceive these nostalgic politics on the ground. What does it mean for them to inhabit a city where such patrimonial nostalgia is being deployed?

A holistic approach to Ayutthaya World Heritage Site

Robert Gozzoli, Robert.goz@siam.edu

The former Thailand's capital of Ayutthaya has been registered in the World Heritage List since 1991. While the registration certainly produced an increased number of visitors at the times of the opening of the site during the 1990s, more recent years have seen the site marred by a series of problems: deficiencies present on site and lessening tourists' experience as well as conflicts between the Fine Arts Department and local stakeholders. This paper emphasises restoration and interpretation issues, coming from the onsite fieldwork experience. From such fieldwork, actual limits and possible improvements relative to archaeological management, tourist information and interpretation, as well as social and economic development issues will be presented. This full scale approach will be particularly relevant for future planning of the World Heritage Site itself, as well as to create partnerships and collaboration to anyone involved with the site, in times when a renovated interest on the city comes to life (recent opening of a floating market, candidature for the World Expo 2020).

Swimming against the Tide of Convention: Intangible Cultural Heritage, Whale Worship and Tourism Development in and around Hoi An, Central Viet Nam

Michael Parnwell, M.J.G.Parnwell@leeds.ac.uk

The UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage (CSICH) (2003) requires that each State Party should ‘take the necessary measures to ensure the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage present in its territory’ (Article 11a). They should ‘ensure respect for the intangible cultural heritage of the communities, groups and individuals concerned’ (Article 1b) in a way that is compatible with ‘sustainable development’ (Article 2:1). Safeguarding involves ‘measures aimed at ensuring the viability of intangible cultural heritage’ (Article 2:3), and should involve ‘the widest possible participation of communities, groups and, where appropriate, individuals that create, maintain and transmit such heritage, and to involve them actively in its management’ (Article 15).

This paper will examine the case of whale worship among coastal communities in Quang Nam Province, Viet Nam, particularly in the vicinity of Hoi An and the Cham Islands, as an illustration of intangible cultural heritage that has been brought under considerable pressure as a consequence of rapid tourism development. The dramatic growth in tourism has taken place in no small measure since Hoi An was designated a World Heritage Site (WHS) in 1999. More recently (2009), the Cham Islands (Cu Lao Cham) have been designated by UNESCO a Global Biosphere Reserve under the Man and Biosphere Reserve (MBR) programme in order to protect the islands’ distinctive culture and both marine and terrestrial ecosystems. However, as with Hoi An (the Reserve actually incorporates the Hoi An WHS), the enhanced status that has been given to the islands through designation as a globally significant MBR has given the local authorities an additional marketing angle to encourage not only the further growth of tourism but also a means of diversifying the range of attractions the growing number of visitors to Hoi An can experience and enjoy, in part as a means of spreading the burden of tourism development which has started to swamp the Hoi An WHS. There is an obvious and uncomfortable tension between measures which are intended to protect and preserve heritage and efforts which seek to mobilize heritage values for tourism and local economic development.

Viet Nam ratified the CSICH in September 2005, and considerable efforts have been made in the last few years to find, revitalize and even invent intangible forms of cultural heritage in and around Hoi An which can be mobilized to enhance tourists’ experience of the ancient town. Whale temples, which are the physical manifestation of the worship of the whale as an ancestor of fishers, and which can be traced back to the pre-Viet period when the Cham people occupied this part of central Vietnam, are coming under increasing pressure, not so much because they have become a tourist attraction but because tourism development is rapidly displacing coastal communities as the authorities and influential business actors rush to build resorts and villas in seaside areas. The result is a transformational reality which appears to go against both the spirit and the legal provisions of the three UNESCO Conventions to which the local authorities are party. In empirical reality there is little evidence of safeguarding the viability of this important manifestation of intangible cultural heritage, as stated in the CSICH, or of respect for the beliefs and practices that are part of whale worship, or of the ‘widest possible participation’ of the coastal communities in decision-making and management.

This paper will present a preliminary analysis of information obtained from recent field research on the Hoi An WHS and on-going research on Cu Lao Cham. The context of the paper is summarized in the following loose schematic model of the relationship between UNESCO conventions, government policy, tourism development and heritage management in Hoi An, central Viet Nam:
It’s a jungle out there: contestation and conflict at Indonesia’s natural World Heritage Sites

Janet Cochrane, J.Cochrane@leedsmet.ac.uk

Indonesia has passed through a significant process of political democratization and allied decentralisation of resource control since the fall of the long-standing Suharto regime in 1998. One aspect of this process was a fragmentation and contestation of control over resources: for instance throughout the first decade of the 21st century there were numerous proposals from local areas to create new administrative areas, from mayoralties (kecamatan), districts (kabupaten) and provinces (the largest administrative division). The consequent mosaic of administrative areas has challenged sustainable resource management and resulted in the breakdown of coordinated planning and management systems (Pratikno, 2005; Wilton Park, 2010).

The tendency towards localism has also meant that countervailing efforts by national government agencies to retain centralised management of resources (as with Indonesia’s national parks) have caused local resentment, local attempts to claw back jurisdiction over the resources, and widespread disregard for national-level government institutions. The resulting weak governance has both fostered and been undermined by the spread of various forms of corrupt and nepotistic practices, for which Indonesia was already notorious before 1998; as Jarvie et al (2003) put it, “the old central government kleptocracy has been replaced by a plethora of district-level kleptocracies”. In the case of natural resources, this is illustrated by struggles over valuable resources and practices such as over-harvesting (Indrawan and Danielson, 2005), while frail institutional arrangements continue to threaten the effective management of protected areas, as revealed by a 2009 study of Indonesian Marine Protected Areas by senior ecologists (White and Djohani, 2009). Attempts to create more resilient management through collaborative approaches involving multiple stakeholders, advocated since around 2000 by practitioners and policy-makers and widely adopted internationally in fields such as tourism, have also had limited success in Indonesia. 

These weaknesses, which also threaten the long-term survival of Indonesia’s World Heritage Sites (WHS), may be partly the outcome of a renewed focus since decentralisation on cultural pluralism: while cultural diversity was always acknowledged in Indonesia, the devolution of policy-making to provincial and kabupaten level has allowed smaller ethnic groups to claim greater command over their local resources. The situation may also be viewed in terms of the classic conflict between private interest and the public good; instead of supporting policies aimed at long-term benefits for society as a whole, individuals and small groups are inclined to exploit resources for short term profit in order to benefit themselves and their immediate family or ethnic group. There is also a clear illustration of the interplay between local and global forces, since poor management of forest and marine resources in Indonesia has ramifications for climate change and food security at an international level.

This study is particularly concerned with the management of Indonesia’s four natural WHS, which formed part of a study researching perceptions of WHS throughout South East Asia. On-site research was carried out into three of these sites in 2009 and 2010: the Tropical Rainforest Heritage of Sumatra, Ujung Kulon National Park, and Komodo National Park. Building on previous work carried out by the researcher into the lived and contested realities of Indonesian national parks (e.g. Cochrane 2007 and 2009), the research was essentially a hermeneutic investigation, through which an understanding of the drivers of behaviour of the various stakeholders was attempted. As such, the techniques of interpretative phenomenological analysis were employed so as to understand the significance of how people interpret their own experiences. The study was necessarily carried out with full contextual awareness, since “social structures of power constitute the bottom line or the reality against which the meaning and effectiveness of discourses and experiences should be evaluated” (Saukko, 2005:343-4). The ‘structures of power’ in this case are the institutions with agency to affect the exploitation and management of resources, from local-level government officials – and occasionally NGOs - to the supranational body of UNESCO, which supports national level institutions in preserving the fabric of WHS for the greatest global good.  

The paper therefore draws together the results of field and desk research into the WHS and will try to shed light on contestation over natural resource management in Indonesia. The research will be presented against the background of the wider study into cross-cultural perspectives on WHS in Southeast Asia, and in due course it is expected that the results of the Indonesia study will be compared and contrasted with the findings of parallel research into the management of natural WHS in Malaysia, Thailand and the Philippines.
Lessons from Vigan: A comparative analysis of successful urban heritage rehabilitation

Erik Akpedonu Research Associate Institute of Philippine Culture School of Social Sciences, Loyola Schools Ateneo de Manila University eakpedonu@admu.edu.ph

The Philippines still has a relatively rich and diverse architectural heritage from the Spanish-American colonial period and the immediate post-war years. It is a  unique blend of Malay, Chinese, and Spanish building traditions with US-American overlays and influences from Mexico and Japan.  This amalgam developed over centuries into a distinct “Filipino” architecture which  is both charming and unique in the world. Yet, this remarkable building tradition is little known outside the country, and even within.  Worse, the social, political and environmental conditions for preserving his unique heritage are suffering from a general lack of appreciation, political apathy and disinterest, and an absence of visionary planning and imagination, which result in decade-long neglect and decay.

Within this wider picture the  historic core of Vigan in Ilocos Sur stands out as a  rare example of comparatively successful urban rehabilitation. A UNESCO World Heritage Site since 1998, the ensemble of late 18th to mid-19th century urban stone houses of the Mestizo District has come a long way from urban decay and neglect to its current state as the internationally best-known cultural tourism destination of the country. It has been a long, stony path with obstacles and setbacks, still not fully accomplished today.

This paper seeks to identify and analyze the underlying factors that enabled a successful rehabilitation in Vigan vis-as-vis other comparable sites in the country where such efforts were less successful, failed, or were not even attempted.

It will first, give a short overview of the overall social and political conditions affecting architectural heritage in the Philippines and their consequences; second, describe and analyze the development in Vigan against this backdrop, including persistent obstacles and problems; and third, draw lessons and recommendations for comparable initiatives which, inspired by Vigan´s experience, have recently sprung up all over the country.

George Town, Penang as a World Heritage Site, and particularly developments since inscription in July 2008

Gywnn Jenkins

Title to be confirmed

Michael Hitchcock

Panel E: Migrant Labour Policies, Regulation and Law: Past and Present

Convenor: Carol Tan, School of Law, SOAS, ct9@soas.ac.uk

Patterns of Migration and Employment on Child Welfare in Ho chi Minh City and Surrounding Provinces

Dinh Vu Trang Ngan, Jonathan Pincus and John Sender; Paper to be presented by Dinh Vu Trang Ngan, Fulbright Economics Teaching Program, Ho Chi Minh City, and Ash Center for Democratic Governance and Innovation, Harvard Kennedy School, Ngan_Dinh@hks.harvard.edu

The incidence of domestic and international migration is high among Vietnamese families, particularly among the poor who move from the countryside to the cities, to other rural areas and abroad in search of employment. Despite the central importance of mobility to the survival of poor households, the relationship between migration and the well-being of children and youth is still poorly understood. Official large-scale expenditure and labour force surveys exclude migrants and therefore provide no information on the relationship between migration and well-being. Small-scale studies have addressed important questions such as housing, access to health services and education. However, even these studies have not yet examined the gendered links between migration, wage employment and living standards. 


The paper reports results of a survey of adult migrants and their children and young migrants in Ho Chi Minh City and some neighbouring Mekong delta provinces. Respondents were deliberately selected to concentrate on the poorest migrants who are missing from large-scale surveys, in particular wageworkers in the agricultural and service sectors, in small workshops and in domestic service. These families and individuals do not have official registration in the city and therefore must pay out of pocket for health care and education. The survey reveals that many of the common assumptions about mobile people that policy makers hold most dear are not relevant to the living and working conditions of migrant wage workers in Ho Chi Minh City. 
Accepting nurse and certified care worker candidates in Japan: How a bilateral policy decision is implemented at the administrative level 

Yuri Hosono, Yokohama National University International Graduate School of Social Sciences, hosono-yuri-vg@ynu.ac.jp

There has long been an argument in policy studies on whether implementation failure comes from an initial political decision or other factors, including administrative activities. This paper hypothesizes that failure in policy and programs are related to both initial policy decisions and their implementation process. In order to verify this, this study examines the acceptance of nurse and certified care worker candidates by the government of Japan from the Philippines as an illustrative case. 

The Japan-Philippines Economic Partnership Agreement (JPEPA) is a formal bilateral agreement which was concluded on December 11th, 2008. One policy objective of the Japanese government is fair and smooth acceptance of the nurse and care worker candidates based on the articles of the JPEPA in order to ensure that the candidates can pass the national Japanese language examination and continue to work as professional nurses and certified care workers. However, only one Filipino candidate passed the national examination in 2010 and 2011, respectively. Some candidates have even returned home despite the fact that their visa remains valid. 

The purpose of this study is to find out the real reasons for this program failure by examining how the implementation gap between the acceptance policy decision under the JPEPA of the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare (MHLW) and its administrative activities in the implementation process came about. Previous studies on the JPEPA regarding the candidates are mainly focused on the working conditions and welfare of the candidates themselves (Ballescas 2010). However, implementation studies do not analyze policy objectives. 

This study highlights issues which make it difficult to implement policy programs in line with policy targets at the policy implementation level. In addition, this paper argues that these gaps affected acceptance policy outcome and the following Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) policy decisions with other countries.

The methodology employed is mainly through interviews with officials of the MHLW, the Japan International Corporation of Welfare Services (JICWELS), the Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE) in the Philippines and the President of the Philippines Nurses Association (PNA) as well as newspaper reports and government documents.

There are two main reasons for the implementation gap. One is the imperfections and ambiguities of the initial policy decision, which are the result of multilateral negotiations. Not only within the government of Japan but also between the two governments, there is a divergence of views on interpreting the policy target among officials involved. In particular, the Philippines had different views on interpreting the concluded articles of the JPEPA, which were intended to be the core guidepost of implementation. The second reason comes from 1) Japan’s unique institutional setting and administrative culture of public administration at the MHLW and 2) patterns of its organizational activities that affect policy implementation process and policy outcome. In addition, 3) the gap between central and local government creates difficulties for implementing the program.
1) When accepting candidates, the MHLW prioritized the protection of the labour market of Japanese nationals who are the core taxpayers. Especially after the Global Financial Crisis in 2008, the MHLW enforced measures to encourage unemployed Japanese nationals to work in the nursing care industry. The introduction of quasi-market mechanisms in social services based on neoliberal thinking changed policy outcome as well.
2) The abrupt change of the political party in power affected the conventional administrative culture of bottom-up policy making by bureaucrats and its relationship with lawmakers, especially when the new government introduced budget screening. It changed the conventional annual budgeting system and its incremental expansion of policy program through budget increase. 
3) Finally, in policy implementation between the MHLW and local government as well as a relation between the MHLW and JICWELS were misguided on the initial policy intent of the MHLW at the bottom line of implementation. 
The implementation gap and its effect on policy outcome also had an effect on Japan’s further EPA policy decisions with other countries including Thailand and Vietnam. Japan decided not to include the acceptance of nurse and certified care worker candidates in the EPA articles with other countries when negotiating with them because some implementation issues and poor policy outcomes were expected from experience with the JPEPA.

This study shows that there is a relationship between initial political decisions, implementation and future policy decisions. Political bargaining in the implementation process makes it difficult to smoothly implement the policy target. Once the JPEPA treaty had been concluded it was difficult to revise the articles.
After the decision making of the acceptance parameters, there was an implementation gap between the MHLW, which decided to accept Filipino candidates in order to respond to requests from the Philippines and accepting facilities. This gap caused a poor program outcome in which the number of candidates who passed the licensing exams was very low. Conflicts between stakeholders in the implementation process and difficulties for public administrators to coordinate them might constrain future policy making regarding the acceptance of workers from other foreign countries as well. 

Migrant Workers Policy Making in ASEAN: New Viewpoints on the Analytical Framework of Two Level Games Approach

Anisa Santoso, University of Nottingham, UK, ldxas16@nottingham.ac.uk

ASEAN has been progressive in pushing forward integrative policies in free market and economy. The same has not occurred in the area of social protection, especially that concerning the protection of migrant workers. Although as far back as 1994 the members of ASEAN confirmed their intention to establish a policy to protect migrant workers within an ASEAN Vision 2020, they have yet to come up with a coherent policy framework. This presents a puzzle as these workers are not only important in tackling unemployment issues but also support developmental efforts throughout Southeast Asia. To make matters worse not even the region’s biggest sending countries; Indonesia and the Philippines have pushed for this policy, despite the fact it would safeguard their nationals abroad. This paper seeks to examine why such puzzle occurred in the regional association using a modified two level games framework on policy making within the modern empirical context of Southeast Asia. It argues that albeit suitable, as a conceptual framework for the case, the two level games approach requires more societal dimensions to depict a comprehensive picture of particular events. As this paper is largely informed by the author’s fieldwork in both the Philippines and Indonesia, it will also present various findings that will provide not only new evidence but also add distinct characteristics into the traditional analytical tool in the study of foreign policy making, specifically migrant workers policies.
Access to Justice and Indonesia Labour Migration Policies

Dewi Novirianti, dewinovi@cbn.net.id

Historically, large-scale contract labour migration from Indonesia to the Middle East commenced in 1973 after the sharp increase in oil prices and to other Asian countries after the boost in economic growth since the mid-1980s (Castles and Miller 2003, pp. 159-162). The feminization of this labour migration to the Middle East, however, can be traced to 1985 when there was a temporary decline in the construction sector. This had the result of diversifying the types of work that contract labourers were employed for and more workers moved to the hotel and personal services sectors. This change in demand saw a rise in the demand for women workers who increasingly dominated the gender profile of contract workers. Two-thirds of Indonesian migrants from 1984 to 1994 were women. The increase in Indonesian women migrating as domestic workers can be traced directly to the action of the Government of Indonesia (GoI) to fill in gaps in the labour market when the governments of other sending countries prohibited their nationals from working in the Gulf (Silvey 2006, p. 26). Indonesian workers, like their predecessors from Pakistan and Bangladesh, experiences abuses both in the Gulf states and also in other Asian countries. 


Having seen the series of serious abuses of Indonesian women migrant workers (FMW), most of whom are domestic workers (‘FDW’), the Indonesia Audit Board - Badan Pemeriksa Keuangan (‘BPK’) - recently released a report on the situation of Indonesia migrant workers working as domestic helpers. The incomprehensive national policies on migrant workers placement were blamed as the reasons for the abuses suffered by Indonesia FDWs across the globe but mainly in Saudi Arabia and Malaysia.  BPK apparently reiterated the analytical reports submitted by NGOs, national research institutions, and international organizations, among others, International Labour Organization (ILO) and Human Rights Watch (HRW).  For the past ten years, GoI passed regulations to respond to serious human rights abuses of FMW such as creating task forces and authorized moratoriums to certain destination countries. None of these efforts, however, have yet to successfully terminated abuses to FMW.  The Indonesia media and NGOs have criticized the ‘reactive policy’ of GoI and urged ‘more proactive and comprehensive’ policies. This paper reviews the national policies and regulations of Indonesia Labour Migration in the context of access to justice. First of all, it looks at the legal position of FDWs in national policy and regulations. Then, it looks at the GoI’s policy responses against the abuses faced by FDW whilst in transit inside Indonesia as well as once they have left Indonesia. It will conclude by emphasizing some critical provisions in current national policy and regulations that should be revised to improve FMW access to justice both in terms dealing with FMW abuses and defending the rights of FMW. 

Temporary Trans-Continental Labour Migration for WWII: French Imperial and Post-Colonial Policies Towards Vietnamese Workers, 1930s to present

Tobias Rettig, School of Social Sciences, Singapore Management University, tobiasrettig@smu.edu.sg

Was colonial-era labour migration different from the migratory flows within, between, and beyond the present-day ASEAN countries? This presentation deals with French legal provisions and policies that led to the dispatching of ‘Indochinese’ soldiers and workers to the metropole and related war theatres for World War II. While the legal provisions were created in the 1930s, thus ensuring speedy conscription (and recruitment) right after Hitler’s invasion of Poland in September 1939, this was also against the background of earlier indigenous imperial traditions of conscription, military colonies, and corvée labour. What distinguished the French from the imperial Vietnamese system was that this happened within a global French imperial system that had advanced administrative and technological tools such as the telegraph and the steamship at its disposal. Moreover, the sending of more than 90,000 Indochinese to France during World War I served as a key precedent and model, most notably with regard to the use of labour camps as a key regulatory institution. 


Although the Third French Republic was soon to vanish following defeat against Nazi Germany, the labour camps were to remain as a constant during the collaborationist Vichy régime and also the Fourth French Republic. In the end, about 1,000 to 3,000 of the workers, mostly from among the interpreters, would stay in France, about 15,000 to 17,000 returned to French Indochina, while slightly more than one thousand had paid for their war-time service with their lives. 


Time permitting, the presentation will also deal with Vietnamese attempts to gain official recognition for their war-time service and to claim pensions, which were largely met with silence by the post-imperial French nation-state. 

The Movements of Commodities along Burma-China, Burma-Thailand Borders in the 21st Century

Tharapi Than, SOAS, tt3@soas.ac.uk

Through the flows of people and goods along Burma-China and Burma-Thailand borders, this paper will look at how the social and political landscape of the borders is influenced by the agencies involved in the trade be they trader, migrant workers or border guards.  Using preliminary results from field studies, this paper will analyse how traders and migrant workers negotiate with the dominant power and control of the states and how, at the same time, they (re)define border cultures and identities.
Panel F: Laos: Historical and Contemporary Transitions

Convenor: Dr Katherine Brickell, British Academy Postdoctoral Fellow,  Department of Geography, Royal Holloway, University of London: email: Katherine.brickell@rhul.ac.uk

Discussant:  Jonathan Rigg, University of Durham, Email: j.d.rigg@durham.ac.uk

Gender, Livelihoods, and Change in Luang Prabang, Northern Laos 

Speaker:  Dr Katherine Brickell, Royal Holloway, University of London Email: Katherine.brickell@rhul.ac.uk

This paper brings together three months of field research conducted in April-June 2010 which aims to advance the limited number of studies of contemporary Laos that give attention to gendered experiences of socio-economic change. Honing in on women’s (tourist-oriented) employment as a key aspect of transition, the paper traces the narratives of men and women from two communities, the first, a rural pottery village where livelihoods are diversifying with the recent arrival of a resort, and the second, a village located in the centre of Luang Prabang where its famous night market is held daily for tourists. The paper thus uncovers both inter-generational perspectives on, and experiences of, livelihood transitions and what this means for gender relations in twenty-first century Laos.

Reorienting Livelihoods: understandings of space, place, and identity within a resettled community of Lao PDR 

Susanne Katus, MSc candidate, University of Amsterdam; Email: Susanne.Katus@student.uva.nl
Based on information gathered through field research in a recently resettled community of Lao PDR, this paper discusses the impacts of the Theun Hinboun Hydroelectric Power Expansion Project on the livelihoods of displaced and relocated villagers. Part of the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research's (CGIAR) Challenge Program for Water and Food, the research (conducted between June and October of 2011) aims to contribute to development of fair and equitable water-storage infrastructure strategies within resettled fishing, agricultural, and riparian communities. It examines the role(s) of water – economic, political, social, historical, and cultural – in the female inhabitants' (re)conceptualizations of space, place, and identity within resettled ethnic minority communities. Issues related to gender, governance, and spatial relations on the local, national, and international scales contribute to the analysis of how water, as a basic need and process, impacts the livelihoods of women from households dependent upon fishing and agricultural activities. 

The women's narratives of displacement and resettlement will inform the relative significance of the spaces and places from which water is attained, within which it is used, and through which governance techniques emerge. Fluid and versatile, water is framed in this paper  as both a space and a process, fulfilling the inhabitants' basic needs as well as influencing their relationships within the local and even, national and international, community. These relations will facilitate understandings of the dominant social, political, economic, cultural, historical, and ecological processes contributing to socio-spatial constructions within the local village. Whether absolute, relative, or relational, local spaces (of water) will be constructed as a “keyword” (refer to David Harvey's paper Space as a Keyword; 2004) in the livelihoods of the female inhabitants of households dependent upon fishing and agricultural activities. 

Portrait of a street in transition: a study of rue François Ngin, Vientiane, Lao People’s Democratic Republic 

Robin Lambert, Université de Paris Email: mdesirat@noos.fr

This paper is a study of one street in the tourist zone of Vientiane.  I situate the street within the urban history of Vientiane and Lao planning and conservation legislation. Although Vientiane is not the principal tourist destination of Laos, the city receives a growing number of visitors and hotel construction reflects this. In rue François Ngin, change is entirely driven by the tourism industry; it is both a special case and an indication of future change in the city. Another  feature of this street is the existence of a parallel back lane, the original street which predates the French re-construction of the city in the twentieth century.  I examine the architectural fabric of the street, which reflects, in microcosm, the heterogeneous character of Vientiane.  The concept of architectural homogeneity as a criterion for heritage value, as endorsed by the Unesco World Heritage List, is not applicable here and may even be one of the reasons for a lack of perception of heritage value in Vientiane as a whole. The structure of the street, with graduated intimacy between interior and exterior, continues the tradition of Lao domestic buildings to provide the environment for the social life of local inhabitants; this is equally threatened by current development. Up to now, a fragile balance has been maintained between local life and the presence of foreign tourists, but this balance is in danger.  By studying one street in detail, I have identified a new threat to the fabric of Vientiane: not so much the large internationally-funded projects (such as the riverside highway), but the proliferation of small-scale private development which not only changes the appearance of streets but which will make it increasingly difficult to establish a Conservation Area in future.   

The last Lanten Daoist ritual masters? Resilience and cultural adaptation among the Lanten of Laos

Speaker: Joseba Estévez, PhD Candidate of Social Anthropology, Westfälische Wilhelms-Universität Münster, Germany Email: joseba.estevez@uni-muenster.de

The Lanten, a population also known as Lao Huay or Yao Mun that inhabits the highlands of Laos, have been exposed for centuries to conflicts and processes of marginalization, ranging from clashes with the Chinese Dynasties from the 12th Century onwards to their involvement in the Indochina Wars from the 1950s to the 1970s. In the face of these vicissitudes the Lanten society has displayed an extraordinary resilience. This did not entail a stubborn insistence on their cultural traditions or pursuing a policy of social isolation. On the contrary, the Lanten have incorporated practices and objects, persons, ideas and values originating from abroad, interiorising them into their own cultural repertoire. In this respect, the Lanten belief system and particularly the roles performed by the Lanten Daoist ritual specialists have been of essential importance. However, during the last decades, the social, political, economic and cultural contingencies in Northern Laos have created a context, in which the last generation of Lanten ritual masters face one of their biggest challenges: to deal with a generational change-over that guarantees their models of reproduction of social relationships and the transmission of their cultural knowledge. This paper reports on an on-going research among the Lanten in Luang Namtha province, Laos, and it is based on current social anthropological data. It focuses on the Lanten Daoist ritual specialists and addresses questions regarding the future of the Lanten and their particular belief system.

Young people and the Lao State: The contested space of childhood in processes of transition

Speaker: Dr Roy Huijsmans, University of Amsterdam; Email: r.b.c.huijsmans@uva.nl

Drawing on the work of James Scott and the concept of generation, this paper notes that despite dramatic politico-economic reorientations which have shaped the recent history of Lao PDR these transitions have occurred with a remarkable degree of continuity in the politics of childhood (affecting young people 0-18 years).  The modernizing socialist regime of post-1975 expanded state spaces, further increased the legibility of the young population, and continued drawing young people into the state spaces most notably through mass-education and mass-organisations (i.e. Lao Revolutionary Youth Union). The subsequent opening of borders and greater integration into the regional and global sphere only reinforced these Lao politics of childhood albeit with the support of different partners (development organizations, private sector), employing new instruments (most notably the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and modern media), and trading the rhetoric of socialism for that of nationalism. 

Based on ethnographic material collected in Lao PDR (2007-09) through research conducted with young people (12-20 years), and presented against the background sketched above, this paper makes the following two arguments:

First, the paper reveals the politics of state-youth relations in Lao PDR underpinning policies targeting young people. Recognising such policies as structuring relations sheds light on how young people, in turn, negotiate, resist and rework generational relations of power characterising state-youth relations. 

Second, these observations speak back to the idea of ‘the globalisation of childhood’ which featured dominantly in a number of publications in the 1990s following the rapid worldwide ratification of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. The analysis of the politics of childhood underpinning state-youth relations in contemporary Lao PDR shows that global discourses of childhood are not passively received but indigenised by local actors (including states) and employed in localised struggles of control over the young population. 

Radio in transition; the new ‘media law’ and prospects for re-imagining radio as an articulation of nation-status in Laos

Mary Traynor, Cardiff School of Creative and Cultural Industries: Email: mtraynor@glam.ac.uk

Since radio was first introduced in Laos in 1939, it has mirrored the country’s tumultuous narrative, exploited by dominant and dissenting groups as a voice of colonialism, subversion and revolution.  Lao National Radio has been the official mouthpiece of the nation state since the Lao PDR was established in 1975.  Until recently, this articulation of nation-status has remained largely unchallenged from within Laos, since independent ownership of media has been prevented by law.  However, Laos’ current programme of modernisation includes a relaxation of some of the legislation surrounding media.  A ‘Media Law’, introduced in 2008, has deregulated media ownership, creating tantalising opportunities for minority groups previously excluded from decision-making to use the power of radio as a means of expression. Community radio, with its underlying ethos of democratic, grass roots participation offers just such an opportunity.  Thanks to the relaxation of media ownership legislation, Laos now has two community radio stations and an ambitious expansion programme is underway.  However, the overall socio-economic and political environment in Laos is paradoxical and creates challenges both to the official voice of Lao National Radio and to community radio’s ability to represent alternative perspectives.  It could be argued that Laos is engaged in a Jekyll and Hyde-style internal conflict to embrace globalisation and economic growth, whilst attempting to maintain centralised, patriarchal governance. In some ways, the modernisation of radio is a poignant example of this internal conflict and offers, in microcosm, a glimpse of the contradiction that is typical of modern day Laos. 

State, market, and uplanders in the Lao PDR: upland transformations in the age of the rubber boom

Speaker: Wasana La-orngplew, PhD candidate, Department of Geography, Durham University

Email: wasana.la-orngplew@durham.ac.uk

The paper discusses current transformations in the uplands of the Lao PDR in the context of the rubber boom. Drawing on research undertaken in one upland community of Luang Namtha province in the north-west of the country, the paper explores the relationships between upland populations, market expansion, and the state. In contrast to the general notion in the globalist literature of the demise of the state, the paper highlights the significant role of the state in facilitating the expansion of the market into the frontiers of the Lao PDR. Through the agency of the state, land has been taken from villagers under the pretext that it belongs to the state before passing this land to a Chinese rubber company. This has resulted in an increase in livelihood security for villagers. It is clear that the state and transnational (Chinese) capital are the key actors in a process of land dispossession. However, the study finds that villagers themselves also ‘contribute’ to this process via contract farming in rubber plantations established informally with outside investors (local officials and local traders from the district town) who, under such informal contracts, allocate a portion of the village’s land to commercial cropping. Though the benefits from their engagement in rubber cultivation is still uncertain, villagers’ involvement in informal contract farming relations reflects the willingness of upland people to engage in and, possibly, benefit from the market (rubber trees). In this way, the operation of the market in the uplands of the Lao PDR is seen to be highly ambivalent, dispossessing communities of land, impoverishing some people while enriching others. This ambivalence is also reflected in how local people view rubber and the commercial and state agents of the rubber boom.

Where gendered spaces bend – the rubber phenomenon in Northern Laos

Speaker: Anna-Klara Nilsson, PhD Candidate, Uppsala University, Sweden

Email: anna-klara.nilsson@kultgeog.uu.se

Rubber production and the cultivation of rubber trees has for a long time been present in the southern parts of China and in the province of Yunnan. The increasing economic and industrial development in China has, however, escalated the Chinese need for rubber, which has stretched the production of rubber to nearby areas in Vietnam, Laos and Burma. The village of Baan HatNyao was one of the villages where rubber was first introduced in Laos. Baan HatNyao is geographically placed in the district and province of Luang Namtha, which is located in the North-western corner of Laos, bordering to China and Burma. The people living in the village of Baan HatNyao are of the ethnic group of Hmong and have strong connections to China. This is in high extent due to their patrilineal kinship structure. Some of the Hmong villagers previous lived in China and therefore brought the techniques of rubber re-settling in Laos. 

In 2009 there were 1070 people living in the village, which is composed of 154 households.  These households all have rubber plantations, but only 102 households have started to tap rubber. Fifteen households are included in this study, embracing both households already started to tap and those that have not. An ethnographic approach has been applied, where I have tried to be open for the unexpected in the research process, using various ethnographic methods such as interviews, observations, group interviews, auto-photography, oral stories in field, and questionnaires. The Baan HatNyao case is rather famous in the region because of their successful way of changing their livelihood into rubber production and several working papers and research reports have been written about the village, many from a firmly economic perspective. Fewer studies are focusing on social matters or are taking gender relations into specific consideration. Analyzing gendered everyday life in the village, where other segments of the everyday are interrelated with the cultivation of rubber, is therefore important.
The Social Price of Land:  Lao Rural Transformation in Comparative Perspective

Speaker: Pon Souvannaseng, PhD candidate, London School of Economics and Political Science Email: P.Souvannaseng@lse.ac.uk

The structural transformation and systemic reordering of the Lao economy in the last two decades, and with it contemporary Lao society's relationship to ecology, has been re-aligned along a market-based logic of productivity maximization and enhancement of 'efficiency gains' under the guise of a re-orientation towards export-oriented development.  While under the logic of market socialism, production increases are in theory linked to gains in social consumption through state redistribution, under capitalist logic, productivity gains are linked to increases in profit value.  Politically, this transition has meant the redefinition of the constitutive elements of what it means to be a citizen in contemporary Laos; the 'productive citizen' is expected to maximize productivity, or lose rights.  The contingency of rights linked to a notion of productivity assessed under the logic of the global market rather than those of domestic social needs and values is perhaps best exemplified in Lao PDR around the issue of land rights and government expropriation and allocation.  Taking a social welfare perspective, this paper first examines the logic and policy around land claims within the context of Lao PDR's national development strategy, highlighting the social costs of 'efficiency gains' in promoting extractive and agribusiness industries.  It then compares Laos' development strategy with other historical cases of late development, from late-industrializing Taiwan and Korea to late-marketizing China, and the post-socialist 'transitions to capitalism' of countries such as Hungary.  In doing so, it highlights some of the potential dangers, contradictions and tradeoffs associated with Laos' contemporary land reform policy and its 'uncertain transition' towards 'Fordist dream' or neoliberal nightmare.

Past and new views of Mountains in contemporary Laos

Dr Marianne Blache,  Paris Sorbonne University

Email: marianne.blache@wanadoo.fr

Laos is covered with mountains. Medium and steep slopes represent more than 70% of the country, while the flat lands mostly located in the south only 23% of the entire territory. Nevertheless, Lao ethnic’s culture and political power have been built on these flat lands, along the Mekong valley and its tributaries. From other historical researches (W. Grabowsky, S. Tambiah, C. Taillard), and considering old texts (A. Pavie, F. Garnier), it can be said that the Lao territory is grounded, as other Tai cultures, on the paddy-based political and territorial structure of the Muang, centered on plains and a hierarchy of particular places. In this old context, mountains were considered as non-integrated peripheries, useless land, inhabited by uncivilized people with whom contacts were scarce. Following western colonization and the importation of its bounded-countries models, Laos became a state which could no longer ignore its mountainous part.

Today, this landlocked country is opening its borders, depending on its powerful neighbours to take a part in globalization. Simultaneously, hill tribes need to be integrated to the nation. New policies towards mountains reveal both a new vision, considering economic potentialities of these areas, and an old one, that they cannot be a place to human and social development. Thus, in one hand, mountains are places dedicated to new economic activities, like mining, forestry, hydropower and commercial agriculture, and in another hand, they are emptied of their inhabitants invoking protected areas management or slash and burn eradication. Hill tribes are resettled in plains, where they can find social services, because no investments are made in human development and communications in the mountains.  These paradoxes can illustrate the continuation of an old vision of the mountains that lead to an incomplete territorialization of the country by its leaders and the perpetuation of plain/mountains dichotomy. 

Language Nationalism in Laos: Independence from Thai and French

Speaker: Junko Yano

Email: jnkyano620@gmail.com

The purpose of this study is to clarify the development of the Laotian language nationalism and its impact on the national formation under the Royal Lao Government.

After over a half century of the French colonial rule, Laos finally became independent from France in 1953. However, since the issue had not been settled over the split of nationalist forces during the Lao Isara movement even after her independence, the country fell into the disastrous civil war, which continued until 1975. As a result, the whole of the country was severely divided into the two political regimes: Royal Lao Government and Pathet Lao, each of them seeking to construct Laos in line with their political ideology. In the process of nation building, both of them saw the Laotian language as a key of the national integration. Consequently, they launched out into the project for making the Laotian language as a national language.

Among the studies concerning language and nationalism, the Imagined Community of Benedict Anderson has had a great impact on the wide range of academic world. Anderson saw that the development of print-capitalism and the spread of print-languages played a crucial role in the formation of The Imagined Communities, namely, the nation. From the various cases of all over the world, it seemed impossible not to approve the validity of Anderson’s model. However, when we apply this model to the analysis on Laos, there must be considerable doubt as to why Thai was not able to be a medium for imaging the Lao nation. In fact, since the French colonial period, a huge amount of Thai publications have had a wide distribution in Laos.

On the other hand, regarding the studies of the Laotian nationalism, only few attempts have so far been made at examining nationalism in Royal Lao government. Consequently it has been ignored that through 1960’s, there was upsurge of the Laotian language nationalism among the urban people. Moreover, with reference to the works on the Laotian language nationalism, most scholars have given importance to the relationship between the Laotian and Thai languages, hardly paying any attention to the role played by the French language.

To fill the gaps in the preceding works, in this study, I wish to consider the development of the language nationalism in the Royal Lao Government, while delving into the language ideology, controversy on the orthography, vocabulary and the educational system. The conclusion drawn in this study is summarised as follows: 1) the two languages of Old and New Rulers, namely, Thai and French, worked as the catalyst which paradoxically awakened the national consciousness of the Laotian people through the actions taken for establishing the independence of their language from those of the two Rulers. 2) The Pathet Lao took advantage of the uprising of the language nationalism to conduct effective propaganda against the urban people who lived under the rule of the Royal Lao Government.

Panel G: Colonialism, Decolonisation, Post-Colonial Legacies and Commemoration in [and beyond] Southeast Asia

Convenor: Tobias Rettig, Singapore Management University tobiasrettig@smu.edu.sg

Chair: Karl Hack, Open University

Decolonisation and Memory Work: The Malayan Communist Party in Post-Colonial Memory

Presenter: Dr Agnes Khoo, Associate Professor, agneskhoo2007@yahoo.co.uk

This paper tackles how a community in Southeast Asia assesses, interprets and re-interprets, frames and expresses its colonised experience through memory work, such as oral history and films. I will showcase excerpts of my book: "Life as the River Flows" to explain how the remembered experience of colonisation and de-colonisation (which I shall argue has always co-existed in any given period of history) is fluid and subject to changes over time. The presentation will also include excerpts of Amir Muhammad’s “The Last Communist” about the same community on how the younger generation of Malaysians remembers and interprets their colonized and de-colonized experiences through film.  Key words: colonization, de-colonization, memory, oral history, Southeast Asian history, Southeast Asia politics, popular media, films, social history, Malaysia and Singapore. [AV equipment needed: computer, projector and speakers to show the movie excerpts]
The State Commemoration of Hồ Chi Mình in Late Socialist Viet Nam 

Dr Marina Marouda, ESRC Post-doctoral Fellow, Anthropology, SOAS, mm122@soas.ac.uk

Focusing on contemporary Viet Nam, the paper examines the monumentalising project concerning the life, revolutionary career and political legacy of Ho Chi Minh. After Ho Chi Minh’s death and especially after the introduction of doi moi or renovation policies  in 1986, the revolutionary state instigated a process of making memorials out of the places where Ho Chi Minh lived, worked and struggled for the nation, projecting in effect, his biography onto the country’s landscape. Within this context, the paper seeks to explore some of the complexities, ambiguities and incongruities involved in this monumentalising project. It proceeds to do so by means of focusing in a specific village, in the vicinity of Hue. Formerly, the royal capital and long-standing seat of the last monarchy to rule Viet Nam (1802-1945), Hue is today celebrated by the state as the place of uncle Ho’s early youth that played a significant role in the formation of his persona, nurturing his anti-colonialist fervour and committed patriotism. The paper is primarily concerned with the locals’ muted responses to this state sponsored narrative, elicited in relation to the transformation of a commoner’s house into a national shrine and the development of a memorial complex within the village sacred core. Locals’ responses rather than simply falling into the over-used category of resistance practices, rest on strategic silences and avoidances, the theoretical value of which hinges on their indeterminacy and ambiguity. 

‘French-Style’ Residential Architecture in Hanoi: Colonization, Decolonization and ‘Recolonization’

Dinh Quoc Phuong and Daniel Huppatz; Presenter: Dr Dinh Quoc Phuong, Lecturer, Faculty of Design, Swinburne University of Technology, Melbourne; qdinh@swin.edu.au
The built environment of Hanoi, the capital of Vietnam, is characterized by a history of dynamic transformation and the accumulation of imported ideas. More than 1000 years of Chinese domination, almost 100 years of French colonization, and several decades of post-independence with support from the former Soviet Union, have left various layers within the city’s built environment. More recently, over two decades of Doi Moi (economic reform) and opening up to global markets have led to a rapid architectural transformation, including a curious revival of French colonial architecture. How can the study of this complex layering contribute to a better understanding of a built environment characterized by the interaction between local and imported cultures?
This paper juxtaposes two particular slices of Hanoi’s urban layers – the French colonial and the contemporary ‘French-style” – in order to understand the impact of historical and socio-economical changes on contemporary domestic space. Firstly, we trace the process of change from the colonial period to the present through the observation and interpretation of everyday life, architecture, and recent renovations made by local residents to a French colonial villa. Secondly, we examine the post-Doi Moi’s popular revival of French colonial characteristics through an analysis of the practice of designing, building, and marketing of a contemporary ‘French-style’ villa in Hanoi. This recent colonial revival, while apparently running counter to the usual process of decolonization, represents a type of ‘recolonization’ that adds yet another layer to Hanoi’s architectural mix. Our examination of two ‘French-style’ Hanoi villas is supported by a review of relevant post-colonial and globalization theory. Rather than understanding these colonial styles as simply foreign impositions or historical relics, we understand them as unique and living manifestations of Hanoi’s contemporary urban condition. Keywords: Hanoi architecture, colonial architecture, architectural changes

Fiddling as the boat goes down; a curious colonial rumpus and its impact on the civilian evacuation from Burma, 1941-2

Dr Michael Leigh, Postdoctoral Associate, SOAS, mjleigh26@btopenworld.com, ml135@soas.ac.uk

Abstract: By any measure the evacuation of civilians from Burma in 1942 was a tragic episode. It was also an important watershed. Not only did it mark the nadir of British military fortunes in Southeast Asia during World War II, but also the de facto end of British colonial rule in Burma. Apart from anything else, the Empire was unable to strike back against the public humiliation inflicted by the sight of thousands of dishevelled Europeans and Indians struggling desperately out of Burma. How the mighty were fallen. This paper concentrates on civilian, rather than military aspects of the evacuation – and is thus concerned with the characteristics rather than the causes of the disaster. 

The paper argues that the evacuation was the consequence of decades of colonial rule and not merely the result of Japanese military expansion in 1941-2. Indeed two powerful non-military influences preyed on the minds of senior government officials in 1942. First, was the spectre that the Burmese population as a whole would choose this moment of profound weakness to wreak revenge on the retreating British ruling classes. To explain this fear would necessitate detailed analyses of the cut-and-thrust of colonial politics during the previous two decades – it is extremely relevant, but a bridge too far in the time available.

In its own way however, the second influence was equally devastating – although in the long run it was perhaps less significant than the deep discords of Burmese politics. The paper focuses on fault-lines that crisscrossed the heart of the colonial administration. Indeed, a propensity for division within government circles was beginning to emerge. It was graphically illustrated by one particular spat that erupted at a highly inopportune moment. 

In September 1941 a new Commissioner for Civil Defence arrived in Burma. He was something of a whiz-kid and had recently made a name for himself as an ARP guru during the London blitz. His arrival in Burma sparked a ferocious political row. The majority of Burmans were unaware of the arguments that had begun to exercise their colonial rulers – for the rumpus was strictly for aficionados and particularly for those at the heart of colonial government. The Governor was implicated up to his neck and the quarrel divided old colonial ‘sweats’ from metropolitan sophisticates.  Much more serious was the fact that it affected the course of the evacuation and that it cost lives. Finally it caused hackles to rise in India and divided opinion at the highest level in London. The colonial boat was being seriously rocked. 
Commemorating the Indian National Army in Singapore, 1945 - 2011

Dr Tobias Rettig, School of Social Sciences, Singapore Management University, tobiasrettig@smu.edu.sg
This paper sketches how the Indian National Army has been publicly commemorated (or not) in Singapore from 1945 to the present. It will do so by looking at symbolically important acts such as the creation of the INA memorial by Subhas Chandra Bose dedicated to the unknown Indian soldiers and its blowing up by the British (both in 1945), a series of oral history interviews undertaken in the 1980s by the National Archives, and the erection of a memorial plaque in 1995, and more recent initiatives and events (e.g. book launchs relating to the INA). 
The paper also intends to situate the commemoration of the INA and its key leaders, such as Subhas Chandra Bose or Captain Lakshmi Sahgal (and others who would rise to prominence in post-colonial Malaya), in the wider context of Singapore’s commemoration of World War II. Where does the INA fit in comparison with World War II heroes such as Lim Bo Seng, Lieutenant Adnan, or Elizabeth Choy, villains such as Lai Teck, and other individuals or organizations that occupy more ambivalent positions? 

Panel H: Southeast Asian Environmentalisms: Frameworks, Discourses and Networks

Convener: Liana Chua, liana.chua@cantab.net  (please note change of address)

Preface 

Jeyamalar Kathirithamby-Wells jeyamalar@btopenworld.com

A preliminary introduction to the panel assessing the salience of the theme to Southeast Asian affairs, principally politics, social identity and civic life.
Giving a Dam(n): Global and local environmentalisms in Malaysian Borneo

Liana Chua, liana.chua@cantab.net

This paper explores the ongoing dialogue between predominantly Western discourses of environmentalism and indigeneity and Bidayuh notions of the environment, morality and land rights in the context of a dam-construction and resettlement project in Sarawak, Malaysian Borneo. It argues that while NGOs, journalists and other outside parties have been enrolling the affected communities in a global agenda of environmental protection and indigenous rights, the latter have also been incorporating aspects of that agenda into their own responses to the situation: responses which are governed not only by indigenous conceptual templates, but also by Christianity, the Malaysian state, and their interactions with activists, tourists and other visitors. 
Colonial Sciences and Imperial Environments: Spanish and American Interpretations of Nature in the Philippines 

Greg Bankoff, G.Bankoff@hull.ac.uk

When Americans occupied the Philippines in 1899, they began the propagation of a second leyenda negra about their colonial predecessors.  Rather than depicting the conquest of the New World in lurid and exaggerated details that stressed Spanish brutality, this second black legend was a more measured, scientifically couched denunciation that dwelt on the backwardness, elemental and irrational nature of Iberian culture. Actually Spanish science in the Philippines was not nearly as rudimentary as it is frequently made out to be and was partly based on different schools of thought. Twentieth century natural science has been so dominated by Darwinian concepts about the evolution of life that those who have held alternative notions are deemed unutterably backward. Only now are alternative notions based more on ecological concepts about the environment that stress commensality and the transformative power of the environment rather than species competition regaining some scientific respectability. Such alternative notions, however, were very much current in the intellectual tradition of the nineteenth century especially in Southern Europe. The late nineteenth century Philippines pose an interesting case where different notions about the environment vie for state and public acceptance. This paper examines ideas about the science of nature and the nature of science in relation to forestry, botany, meteorology and animal breeding. Far from demonstrating an unsophisticated or uninformed dialogue about the environment, the evidence shows a surprisingly rich fusion of European debates and discourses. It was primarily only in the eyes of the self-assured and self-righteous proponents of the new American imperium that all was darkness and ignorance.

 “The cultured rainforest: Long-term human ecological histories in the highlands of Borneo” project 

Huw Barton, hjb15@leicester.ac.uk
Project abstract: The Cultured Rainforest project is one of a series of major research projects funded by the Arts and Humanities Research Council under their Landscape and Environment strategic research initiative (their web link needed here). The project began on 1 April 2007, and will be for three years. The aims of the project are to investigate long-term and present-day interactions between people and rainforest in the Kelabit Highlands of central Borneo (Malaysian Sarawak), so as to better understand past and present agricultural and hunter-gatherer lifestyles and landscapes. We are attempting to understand the nature of cultural and ecological relations in the present and recent past, and to use this as a starting point for understanding the deeper past. The project has three main strands. Anthropologists are using anthropological and ethnohistorical methods such as oral histories to collect information on present-day forest life and the past as people remember or imagine it, on how objects are used today and (using museum collections) in the recent past. Archaeologists are conducting surveys and excavating selected monuments to reconstruct the lives of past forest dwellers. Palaeoecologists are studying fossil pollen in sediment cores and associated with archaeological sites to document the long-term history of the rainforest and human impacts upon it.

Panel J: Violence and Trauma in Southeast Asian Memoryscapes

Convenor: Christian Oesterheld, Social Sciences Division, Mahidol University International College (MUIC); icchristian@mahidol.ac.th

Fancying the Bloodshed: Remembering the Second World War in Contemporary Thailand

Napakadol Kittisenee, Faculty of Sociology and Anthropology, Thammasat University, Bangkok

Email: napakadol@gmail.com 

This study aims at interrogating in-depth the memory of the Second World War in contemporary Thailand. Based on ethnographic, literary and monumental enquiry, I have come to pose a question with great doubt: Why has Thai Society been deafeningly silent in transmitting the traumatic past of World War II? Instead of representing the image of loss and suffering, the popular commemoration of this period has been evocatively portrayed as cheerful, good old days.

I have drawn three cases to be investigated: 1) the memorable, either bitter or sweet, objects found at the sites of bombing in Bangkok by the Japanese air force. These artefacts are interwoven with personal memories and narratives; 2) the Memorial Bridge, War Grave and legendary rails in Kanchanaburi province, the site which has been turned into a tourist attraction; 3) the very popular novel written by the renowned Thai author Thommayanti, called Khu Karma (The Soul Couple) which is the romance of a Japanese soldier and a traditional Thai woman. Their love has been cherished and immortalized, against the setting of a dreadful situation not only in the book but also in societal circumstances. This novel has further been reproduced in forms of film, television drama, music and staged theatre. Surprisingly, the imaginative literature merely became the ‘testimony’ of ‘official memory’ for its audiences in ‘re-membering’ their collective past of the Second World War. This paper consequently attempts to make sense of the processes in which ‘bloodshed territory’, both physical and mental, has been replaced by the ‘rainbows’. The study further puts together the comparative consideration on the case studies brought beyond contemporary Thailand territory in order to draw out the broader picture of popular culture and cultural memory with regard to the legacy of this essential warfare.
Phòng Vong, the “Ghost Room”: The Dead, Science, and the State in Contemporary Vietnam

Paul Sorrentino, CANTHEL, Université Paris Descartes Email: trytoshakeme@gmail.com

Based on fieldwork conducted in the last three years for my doctoral research, this paper will focus on the description of a building located in central Hanoi where spirit possession séances are held daily within the framework of a governement authorized research project. Every week, over a hundred families coming from the city and its surroundings, but also from other regions of the country and even overseas Vietnamese communities, sit in the “ghost room” (phòng vong), waiting for one of their members to embody a dead or missing relative.

These séances appear as a new form of ritual performances of memory centered on Vietnam's recent experience of what Heonik Kwon described as “mass death and displacement”: many of the dead thus embodied are liệt sĩ, heroic martyrs of the war. As this paper will attempt to show, the enacting of the memory of the war dead taking place in this building is at the intersection of social and political interactions involving families, intellectuals, and the State.

One of the main concerns at this intersection is the total of more than 300,000 soldiers whose remains haven't been located. In the last twenty years, spirit possession has become an increasingly common way for the Vietnamese to gather information about a corpse's location or to find a ritual compromise with the deceased whose funerary rituals could not be performed. Families, researchers and groups of soldiers run expeditions to dig up lost graves, tracing lines from the “ghost room” throughout the whole country, and sometimes even beyond its borders.

Moreover, the issue of the missing graves of war martyrs will turn out to be the condition of political possibility for practices of possession by the dead to develop as they did during the last twenty years and for a place such as the “ghost room” to exist in the center of the capital city of Vietnam, a country that has undergone several decades of anti-religious policy. The place described in this paper bears the marks of a new step in a process that lead from what Shaun K. Malarney called “state functionalism” to a more interactive renewal of ritual performances of memory.
Exploring the Limits of Catharsis in Transitional Justice:  The Khmer Rouge Tribunal, Victim Elitism, and the Reconfiguration of Cambodian Memoryscapes 

Christian Oesterheld, Social Sciences Division, Mahidol University International College (MUIC), Email: icchristian@mahidol.ac.th

The Khmer Rouge tribunal is expected to bring to justice former Khmer Rouge leaders and those “most responsible” for crimes committed during the Democratic Kampuchea regime, and by doing so to contribute to national reconciliation. During the 2009 proceedings of the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC), civil party lawyers have frequently invoked the importance of the public acknowledgment of their clients suffering to “heal the wounds of the past”. However, it is doubtful whether the selective acknowledgement of suffering is capable of initiating a wider process of catharsis in Cambodian society. The number of civil parties admitted to the proceedings is limited, and, more importantly, the number of indictments has been minimized by procedural considerations and repeated political interference from the Cambodian government. In the ECCC’s Case 001 Kaing Guek Eav alias ‘Duch’, the director of the notorious Khmer Rouge security centre S-21, has been convicted of Crimes against Humanity and other offences against international law and the Cambodian Penal Code of 1956. However, other S-21 staff members, including his deputy, have merely been summoned as witnesses. Moreover, S-21, despite its notoriety, was only one out of roughly two hundred Khmer Rouge detention centres, some of them with a notably greater number of executions. Its elevated position in the Cambodian memoryscape was fostered by its preservation during the Vietnam-backed People’s Republic of Kampuchea and its transformation into the Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum, a fate denied to most other former prisons which have been levelled and disappeared from the visible memoryscape of contemporary Cambodia. Although their significance is, to a large extent, not accounted for by the Khmer Rouge Tribunal, they continue to exist in the memory of a large number of survivors and the family members of those who disappeared.

This paper argues that reconfigurations of the Cambodian memoryscape since 1979 have contributed to the creation of two categories of victims, an “elite” whose suffering is publicly acknowledged, and a traumatized “mass” which is poorly served by the workings of the ECCC. Consideration that S-21 mostly detained former Khmer Rouge cadres from leading positions, often themselves involved in crimes against humanity prior to their detention, contributes further to the dilemma of transitional justice in contemporary Cambodia.

Panel K:  Sexual Politics and Gender-based Violence in Post Colonial Indonesia

Convenor Saskia E. Wieringa, University of Amsterdam, s.wieringa@uva.nl
Speakers to be confirmed

Panel L: Intercultural exchange in early modern Southeast Asia 

Convenor  Christina Skott, University of Cambridge

‘The Great Middle Continent and a changing early modern geography: intercultural contact with Europe and India in the shaping of Burmese cartographies’
Michael W. Charney, School of Oriental and African Studies, London:

.

This paper examines intercultural exchanges between Europeans and Indians and Burmese in the exploration of new notions of geography, cartographical technologies, and the influence of both in shaping Burmese worldviews in the early modern period. The paper locates the origin of some of the most dramatic changes in indigenous cartographical approaches and understandings of the outside world on the political periphery and not at the centre, thus contributing to a growing body of literature that shifts attention to the margins of society in seeking to understand early modern intercultural exchange.

 ‘Mazmur and Tahlil: Protestant Christian Music in the Malay World, 1600–1900.’

David R. M. Irving, King’s College London:

The music of Protestant Christians and missionaries in the Malay World focused mainly on the singing of Psalms and hymns, genres known in Malay as mazmur and tahlil (or puji-pujian) respectively. From the mid-seventeenth century onwards, Dutch missionaries printed multiple editions of Malay translations of the Psalms, some with music notation; this enterprise was emulated in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries by British missionaries, who made use of Dutch publications as well as composing new hymn texts in Malay. Mission presses in India, Melaka, Singapore, and Sumatra produced multiple volumes of Malay-language Psalms and hymns in Roman and Jawi scripts. The resulting publications were used in both British and Dutch spheres of colonial influence, as defined by the Anglo-Dutch Treaty of 1824, and Malay hymns were described as being sung to European melodies. Yet in spite of their musical endeavours, Protestant missionaries made relatively few conversions overall, except in certain areas (and mostly among the non-Muslim population). The limited extent of their musical influence needs to be assessed in this light. This paper analyses the processes of intercultural exchange that led to the printing of Psalms and hymns in Malay, discusses some surviving examples of Psalters and hymnals from the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, and critiques the use of music in Protestant Christian evangelization

 ‘Cultural continuity under cover. Conversion and missionary strategies in colonial early modern Philippines.’ .
Imke Rath, Universität Hamburg:

The Philippines were colonized in 1665 as a peripheral part of the Spanish colonial empire. Unlike the superordinate viceroyalty of New Spain, the Spanish presence in the archipelago, both secular and religious, never became numerous, but evangelization succeeded well across vast areas. This may be explained by the use of already well tried methods on the part of the missionaries, alternatively, the population must have been, for whatever reason, prepared to accept the new religion, possibly because of its adaptability to indigenous religious beliefs. My paper will discuss some ideas of cultural continuity brought about by the adaptability of both Christian and Philippine religious concepts. The ideas in this paper are the result of an analysis of a Philippine painting which has been exhibited publicly in a Franciscan church. Thus the painting can be understood as a didactical means of mission and a reflection of missionary strategies. Although the painting has been referred to as ‘Juicio Final’ by a Philippine art historian, it shows a combination of the iconographic conceptions of the Last Judgement, including a reference to purgatory but not to hell. This may indicate the absence of the underworld as an indigenous religious concept, whereas the idea of purgatory is more easily assimilated. 
‘Southeast Asian naturalia in cultural exchange.’

Jeyamalar Kathirithamby-Wells, University of Cambridge:

The congruence of bio-diversity and a strategic location within the commercial arteries of the Indian Ocean contributed to the evolution of naturalia –especially materia medica – as a distinct feature of Southeast Asia’s relations with the external world. The discussion will focus on the dramatic shift from the non-intrusive encounter represented by inter-Asian engagement with naturalia  as trade and tribute to the contrastingly intrusive European participation. Focusing on the Malay-Indonesian region, I argue that contrary to common assumption, the dualistic colonial economy that framed a plural society provided the space for collaboration and interaction among multiple streams of knowledge. Though materia medica  lost its  pre-eminence in global interaction during the course of the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries, the resurgence of indigenous cultures within new nation states, the emergence of environmentalism and advances in bio-prospecting have renewed the potential for naturalia to mediate  fresh cultural encounters.   

‘More than just nutmeg: Penang, Calcutta and the botanical legacy of the East India Company.’ 

Nicholas Martland, The British Library:

This paper examines plant collecting and botanical research in the Malay Archipelago during the period of the East India Company. Plants were exchanged and introduced; and botanical and horticultural information disseminated, between India (centred on the Calcutta Botanic Garden) and maritime Southeast Asia (the Indian or Malay Archipelago). The paper will investigate the place and influence of the “Honourable East India Company's botanic garden at Calcutta” as a centre of Indo-Malayan botany; and the pivotal role of Penang (Prince of Wales’ Island) in plant collecting, plant distribution and horticulture in British settlements in 18th and 19th century tropical Asia. 

‘Hulu, hilir, and the creation of Homo sapiens (Linnaeus 1758).’ 

Christina Skott, University of Cambridge:

When Carl Linnaeus in the tenth edition of his Systema Naturae proposed for the first time the term Homo sapiens, humankind was not undivided: two new species of humans, named Homo caudatus and Homo troglodytes, were also described in some detail. Both were said to reside in Southeast Asia. These curious beings caused considerable controversy, they soon had to be abandoned, and historians of science have explained them through Linnaeus' ‘superstition’, misunderstandings and prevailing European dependence on the ancient marvels of the East.  This paper takes Linnaeus’ belief that some humans could not be classified as Homo sapiens back to early modern Southeast Asia.  By tracing Linnaeus’ sources, a new scene opens up, revealing complex knowledge networks involving Swedish visitors to the region, but also internal 'othering', inter-ethnic tensions and the power of local beliefs. One of the keys to Linnaeus’ creation of the Homo troglodytes, I argue, is to be found in the ambivalent relationship between coastal peoples and the inhabitants of the interior, a theme which coloured the history of early modern Southeast Asia. 

‘Conjectural History, Philology, Antiquarianism, and the Use of Javanese and Malay Written Sources in John Crawfurd’s Historiography.’

Martin Müller, European University Institute, Florence.

 The purpose of this paper is to: (1) provide an analysis of John Crawfurd’s sceptical assessment- and limited use of written Malay and Javanese sources in his discourses on Southeast Asian history and languages; (2) to discuss the critical reception of Crawfurd’s results and methodologies by some of his contemporaries; (3) to sketch the conceptual, intellectual, and political contexts in which these debates were framed.        

In providing what is now known as insular Southeast Asia with a history Crawfurd and his contemporary scholar-administrators made extensive use of approaches and methodologies pertaining to the disciplines of comparative philology, racial theories, history, conjectural history, ethnology, and antiquarianism. Yet the relative value and authority ascribed to each of the disciplines differed amongst these authors; neither did they accord in the in the referential frameworks into which the historical evidence thus procured was inscribed.

 Here my main concern will be on the discrepant evaluations of the value ascribed to the Malay and Javanese manuscripts when interpreted as historical sources. I will argue that the discrepancies in the assessment and use of native written source-material was intimately linked to the grander historical frameworks into which this material was inscribed and invoked as evidence. This can explain how Crawfurd, despite being a connoisseur and an avid collector of in particular Javanese manuscripts, nonetheless remained dismissive in his assessment of the historical value of their narrated content, whereas e.g. Stamford Raffles and the anonymous ‘Jambulus’ reached a rather opposite conclusion.

‘Colonial pastimes and the diffusion and transmission of sports in the British Straits Settlements and Malay states in the nineteenth century, 1786-1899’

Lim Peng Han, Loughborough University:

The British colonised Penang in 1786, occupied Malacca in 1895 and set up a trading post in Singapore in 1819. In 1874, the British through Residents came to control the Governments of Perak, Selangor, and Sungei Ujong. Wherever the British went they brought with them their military forces, government officials, European merchants, missionaries and teachers. These groups of people indulged in the leisure pursuits of nineteen century British and European lifestyle, such as sailing, rowing, horse riding, shooting, cricket, tennis and cycling. This paper attempts to show how the indigenous Malay community and immigrant Eurasian, Chinese, Tamil communities came into contact with the different British and European communities and were introduced to the different sports. The process of diffusion and acceptance becomes evident when the local population in turn set up their own sports clubs, cricket clubs, tennis clubs and football clubs. The paper tries to identify the various way of cultural transmission of sports by the different ethnic groups during British colonial rule from 1876 to 1899.

‘The knights of the black tips’: photography and botany in Burma, c. 1840-1860’. 

Andrew Jarvis, University of Cambridge:

In this paper I will consider the activities of photographers and botanists in Burma during the middle decades of the nineteenth century. In particular I will focus on the work of Linnaeus Tripe (1822-1902), a Madras Armyo fficer and calotypist, and Francis Mason (1799-1874), an American Baptist missionary and naturalist. I will draw some parallels between these twos ciences of collection and comparison - in Burma and elsewhere – with particular reference to the 'taking' of exemplary and unusual photographic and botanical specimens, the roles of local guides and assistants, and the incorporation of accumulated material into Linnaean systems
37

